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INSIDE 
HISTADRUT . 


Passing the 400,000 mem- 
bership mark, Histadru 
keeps pace with the growth 
of Israel’s population. This 
parallel growth underscores 
the basic interrelation be- 
tween a dynamic democracy 
and a vigorous labor move- 
ment. 


In keeping with its broad 
objectives of promoting the 
welfare of the working popu- 
lation and the new immi- 
grants, Histadrut continues to 
develop organizational instru- 
ments, service institutions and 
well-informed cadres of work- 
ers in cities and rural areas. 


This summer, a_ special 
course for 70 men and women 
was concluded at the Work- 
ers’ College in Tel Aviv. The 
significance of this course lies 
in the planned training of a 
civil service within Histadrut 
that will be able to bring the 
aims of the movement closer 
to the hundreds of thousands 
of new immigrants and will 
be able to fulfill the various 
trade union, cultural, social 
responsibilities of the organi- 
zation. 


Simultaneously, certificates 
were awarded to 200 students 
taking courses at the Work- 
ers’ University in Tel Aviv, 
sponsored by the Histadrut 
Cultural Department in close 
cooperation with the Hebrew 
University. Popular adult 
education attracted 750 stu- 
dents this year, who sought 
general knowledge. 


Already famed for its role 
in directing newcomers to 
productive occupations, His- 
tadrut is equally proud of its 
cultural influence, both in 
creating new cultural values 
and in offering an opportun- 
ity to thousands- of adults 
whose formal studies had 
been dislocated or completely 
obstructed by years of service 
in pioneering work or in the 
sheer pursuit of survival dur- 
ing the Hitlerian era and 
after. 
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Editorial 


The Elections In Israel 


LMOST COMPLETE RETURNS from the elec- 
tions in Israel held on July 30 indicate that 
although the desired result of an outright major- 
ity for Mapai—which would have assured the 
formation of a stable government for the next 
four years—has not been attained, significant 
advances toward political maturity have never- 
theless been scored by the electorate. Mapai has 
scored some gains and has polled 37.1 percent of 
the vote. The General Zionists, as has been ex- 
pected, have also scored considerable gains and 
will now have 16.4 percent of the members of 
Knesset. 


On the positive side of the ledger should also 
be noted the defeat of the extremist groups. 
Herut, the extreme right wing party headed by 
former leaders of Irgun, has dropped to 6.6 per- 
cent. Mapam, the left wing labor party which 
orients itself on the Soviet Union, has lost 
strength and now won only 12.3 percent of the 
vote. The Communist Party, which many ob- 
servers believed would draw the bulk of the 
Arab vote in Israel, failed to win over the dissat- 
isfied Arabs and polled only 3.9 percent. The 
Religious Bloc, which had proved to be such a 
stumbling bloc to the previous government, has 
fallen apart and its component organizations 
campaigned individually. The only religious or- 
ganization to show any strength was Hapoel Ha- 
mizrachi (religious labor) with 6.8 percent of 
the vote. The other religious parties were lost in 
the shuffle. 

On the basis of these still incomplete returns, 
several possibilities emerge. Ben Gurion can es- 
tablish a workable coalition with the Progressive 


- Zionists, Hapoel Hamizrachi and three Arabs 


elected on a slate supporting .Mapai. Since the 
major economic issue facing the country is that 
of adequate controls to tide Israel over the crucial 
period when it must absorb huge numbers of 
immigrants, such a coalition might be stable. 
A coalition including the General Zionist is also 
a possibility though not a likelihood. The Gen- 
eral Zionist Party in Israel is an upper middle 
class body representing industrial and commer- 
cial interests devoted to the practice of unre- 
stricted free enterprise. In the course of the elec- 
tioneering preceding the voting the General 


Zionists centered their attack on  govern- 


ment controls. It would require a high degree of 
political genius for Mapai to participate in a co- 


Comment 


alition with the General Zionists yet preserve 
Israel from the economic chaos which removal of 
controls would engender. 

Yet even the rise of the General Zionist Party 
to second place in Israel is not without its bright 
sides, The gains this party registered obviously 
came from Herut and the religious elements. 
This is in itself a step forward since it marks the 
decline of the rabblle-rousing, irredentist and 
potentially dangerous former Irgunists. The vir- 
tual disappearance of the religious parties as a 
political force is also to be greeted. Religion is a 
matter of conscience not of politics. A politically 
anomalous situation brought them to the fore 
three years ago. Three years of experience in 
statecraft led to their defeat, and the members 
and sympathizers of the religious parties logically 
voted for that party which most nearly expressed 
their economic and political views rather than 
their religious convictions. 

Foreign correspondents stationed in Israel de- 
scribed the election as one of the most unique 
in the world. Jews from Yemen and Iraq, who 
less than a year ago had lived in subjection, for 
the first time in their lives enjoyed the privilege 
of voting for a government of their own. Jews 
from Poland and Rumania (where elections gen- 
erally yield 99 percent for the one ruling party) 
had the opportunity to choose their representa- 
tives. Aware of the implications of this act of the 
free choice of a government for their country, 
many thousands cast their ballots with the sol- 
emnity accorded to unusual occasions. 

The political maturity and the fundamental 
democratic instincts of the population of Israel 
expressed themselves in still other ways. Though 
seventeen parties appealed to the voters for their 
ballots and the pre-election propaganda often 
attained a high degree of acrimony, the eleetions 
themselves passed without a single instance of 
violence and the honesty of the count was not 
questioned by anyone. This is an achievement 
which not many countries with a much longer 
history of self-government can boast of. 

From this distance it is imposible to foretell 
whether David Ben Gurion, as head of the largest 
party, will choose to form a coalition or whether 
the Israeli electorate will be called upon to vote 
again and to render a more clear-cut decision. 
But whatever the developments along this line, 
the people of Israel, newcomers as well as old 
settlers, have shown once again on July 30 that 
they possess political maturity and are deter- 
mined to uphold democratic government. 








JEwisH FRONTIER 


The Assassination of Abdallah 


HE sHOT that killed “King” Abdallah of the 
Hashemite “Kingdom of Jordan” as he was 
entering the Mosque of Omar in Old Jerusalem 
resounded in’ many western foreign ministries 
and upset the already shaky Arab political struc- 
ture in the Middle East. The precarious balance 
that prevailed between the political and dynastic 
rivalries of the Arab countries was tumbled by 
the bullet of an Arab terrorist, and immediate 
steps had to be taken by the interested parties 
to restore it to some extent at least. 

The disproportionate effect of the death of 
this Arab potentate on the stability of an entire 
geographic region illustrates both the faults of 
the existing Arab regimes and the basic fallacy 
of the policies followed by the western powers— 
primarily England—in this area. 

Who was Abdallah and what is Jordan? Ab- 
dallah was the son of the King of Hejaz, a prov- 
ince of Arabia. When his father was expelled 
from his kingdom by Ibn Saud of Arabia about 
three decades ago, the family remained without 
a patrimony. But Great Britain had its own in- 
terests in the Arab World and saw to it that the 
illustrious sons of the erstwhile King of Hejaz 
should not remain without a roof over their 
heads and a kingdom of some sort under their 
feet. The older son, Feisal, was installed in 
Damascus as King of Syria. He was expelled and 
was promptly given the vacant throne of Iraq. 
For a moment it seemed as if Abdallah might 
remain unemployed, but the British Foreign 
Office was too adept at handling such situations 
and knew the worth of a King by grace of the 
Colonial Office. A part—the larger part—of the 
British mandated territory of Palestine—in- 
tended as a national home for the Jewish people 
—was detached and Abdallah was installed as 
Emir of Transjordan. Later, after the Labor 
Party came to power, Abdallah was promoted 
to King. His Arab Legion, led and financed by 
Great Britain, was introduced into Western Pal- 
estine during World War II. When England 
gave up its mandate over Palestine, units of the 
Legion were left in the country, and while the 
armies of Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and Iraq had 
to invade Palestine, Abdallah’s forces were al- 
ready ensconced in strategic locations. 

The assassination of Abdallah is only the most 
recent of a series of political murders that have 
rocked Syria, Egypt and Jordan in recent times. 
Assassinations for political reasons are a natural 
manifestation in countries where the popula- 








tions have no control over government. Despite 
the external facade of republicanism or consti- 
tutional monarchy, all Arab countries are today 
ruled by small cliques representing no one except 
themselves and their narrow group interests, 
Given the desert tradition of blood feuding that 
is still strong among the Arabs and the dynastic 
rivalries that prevail in the semi-feudal Arab 
society of today, such murders are likely to oc- 
cur again. Already it is reported that the ex- 
Mufti of Jerusalem, who is said to have had a 
hand in the assassination of Abdallah, is now in 
hiding, fearful of the vengeance of Abdallah’s 
family and followers that is bound to follow him. 

The solution to the problem of the instability 
of the Middle East lies along two parallel paths. 
The first is to raise the standard of living and 
education of the Arab masses and provide them 
with genuine democratic representation in the 
administration of their countries. Such a devel- 
opment would make the various Arab premiers 
and Kings responsible to their subjects. Political 
assassinations would become meaningless and 
would disappear in the Middle East even as they 
disappeared in Western Europe and North 
America. The second stabilizing factor consists 
in persuading the Arab countries to relinquish 
their dreams of a second round of war against 
Israel. Lacking a constructive program for their 
own peoples the Arab rulers have only too often 
sought to retain influence over the masses by 
appealing to xenophobia and religious and racial 
prejudices. The ignorant and often fanatical 
Arabs were quick to respond to appeals against 
“the unbelievers.” For the past thirty years it 
was the stock in trade of every Arab politician, 
from Yemen to Iraq, to inveigh against the “‘for- 
eign Zionists.” Now that the Arab countries had 
been defeated in their attempt to destroy Israel, 
Arab leaders publicly vie with each other in 
promise of a “glorious” second round that would 
wipe out the Jewish State. Indeed, Abdallah him- 
self is reported to have been murdered because 
of his purported willingness to reach an agree- 
ment with Israel. 

A firm and unequivocal statement by the 
great powers to the effect that no aggression 
against Israel would be tolerated, coupled with a 
constructive program to reclaim the vast unused 
lands of the Arab countries for the benefit of 
their populations, would lead to a state of social 
stability in the Middle East and would eliminate 
the rule of the dagger in the capitals of Arabistan. 
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The Race Riots in Cicero 
by Ted Poston 


HE NATIONWIDE SHOCK at the worst racial 
outbreak since the wartime Detroit riots has 
largely subsided, but many thinking people are 
still asking: “What happened in Cicero, Ill. 
during the week of July 9, 1951? How could 
such mob violence take place in a Northern 
community, especially one so largely inhabited 
by people of Slavic origin—a group that is it- 
self not among the social elite?” 

The answers are not simple. Not even to a 
hard-pressed reporter who spent five days and 
three nights in the riot-racked Chicago suburb 
on the tail end of the violence and during the 
tense and uneasy occupation by the state militia 
which put down the rioting and established 
martial law in the affected area. But surely there 
was more to the outbreak than the rather pathe- 
tic attempt of Harvey E. Clark, Jr., a young 
Negro Air Force veteran and bus driver, to move 
his wife and two small children from a crowded 
Chicago South Side slum to a $60-a-month 
apartment in all-white Cicero. 


There was more to it than just anti-Negro 
feeling, for although no known Negro families 
have lived in Cicero since the township was in- 
corporated by the Illinois Legislature shortly 
after the Civil War, the Negro question has sel- 
dom been a burning issue there except on spe- 
cific occasions—such occasions usually being 
created by venal local or county politicians or by 
small but virulent race-baiting groups. It is 
worth noting that even at the height of the 
three-day rioting, several thousand Negroes went 
quietly to and from their daily jobs at the West- 
ern Electric Company, the Hurley (Hotpoint) 
Manufacturing Company, the National Malle- 
able Works, the Concrete Engineering Company 
and the other industrial firms which have em- 
ployed Negro workers in Cicero since World 
War I. And, as has been the case for decades, 
these workers went home to Chicago and else- 
where unmolested at nightfall. 

This is not to say that there is no anti-Negro 
feeling in the quiet, tree-shaded suburb whose 
neat brick and frame homes house one of the 
most polyglot populations in America. There is 
a deep and ironic hatred and fear of Negroes 
among the 22 nationality groups who predomi- 
nate among the 70,000 residents. But this alone 
did not precipitate the rioting. 


BETH 
Ted Poston is « member of the staff of The New York Post. 


There is indeed irony in this deep-seated feel- 
ing against Negroes. For much of it stems from 
a twisted concept of true Americanism on the 
part of the early Bohemian, Polish, Lithuanian, 
Italian, Dutch, German and Greek immigrants 
who settled Cicero, and whose self-segregated 
first and second generation descendants now oc- 
cupy most of the $10,000 to $15,000 one and 
two family homes which make up the commu- 
nity. These early immigrants were anxious to 
adapt themselves to the mores of their adopted 
country. They were quick to detect the low 
social status of the Negro in. America. The 
term, “free, white and 21” was more than a slang 
expression to many of these would-be new 
Americans, so they were quick to embrace what 
to them seemed an accepted part of the fabric 
of their new homeland. And looking down on a 
racial or religious minority was not something 
new that many Slavic peoples had to learn. 

Self-segregation and no community contact 
with Negroes—except at the daily work bench 
(and often there on a basis of rivalry ) —did little 
to dispel these early impressions among their 
descendants, and the feeling never abated, al- 
though it produced no violent manifestations. 
And after Al Capone and his gang took over the 
old Antoinette Hotel and then all of Cicero as a 
bootlegging, bookmaking and racket syndicate 
headquarters in the twenties, the shame-faced 
residents still made one proud boast to jibing 
outsiders. “We still are an all-white town,” they 
said. ““We don’t have to live with niggers.” 

The Capone mob, which still controls Cicero, 
was to turn this boast to its advantage on many 
occasions. The latest came when Henry T. Syr- 
eky, a lawyer, was elected Township President 
during the war. When Syreky installed his own 
Superintendent of Police, the mob exerted so 
much pressure for the immediate firing of the 
racket-hating police chief that Syreky himself 
resigned. This manifestation of continuing mob 
rule gave rise to the first real reform movement 
there which seemed to have a chance of winning. 
But the old Capone gang, which has come a 
long way from pineapples and machine guns, 
struck: back swiftly and subtly. On the night 
before election, each Cicero family found in its 
mailbox a printed leaflet urging votes for the 
reform ticket so that Negroes could “exercise 
their constitutional rights” and become residents 
of Cicero. The leaflet purportedly was issued 
by a group of Chicago Negroes. Naturally, the 
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reform ticket was swamped and gang rule con- 
tinues in Cicero today. 


But anti-NeEcRO feeling was only one of the 

factors which produced the Cicero violence. 
The venality of public officials, the whole pattern 
of violence which has accompanied the desperate 
attempts of Negroes to move from their teeming 
rat-infested hovels on Chicago’s South Side, the 
vindictiveness of a single landlord, were all fac- 
tors too. But these are better revealed in a re- 
capitulation of what went on in Cicero on the 
nights of July 10, 11, 12 and 13, 1951. Together, 
they will reveal anonther factor which played 
a secondary but important role in the outbreak— 
the thin thread of anti-Semitism which this re- 
porter found in the whole fabric of violence 
in Cicero. 

The first thread was picked up in Town Hall 
itself where I had gone directly to interview 
Township President Henry J. Sandusky on July 
13, even as the newly arrived state troops were 
bracing themselves for an expected renewal of 
the previous night’s record violence. Sandusky, 
a cagy but astute politician, told me he was 
“puzzled” that no Negroes had ever lived in 
Cicero. 

“There is no ordinance against it,” he said. 
“They just never wanted to live here. A lot of 
people don’t. There are very few Jews here, for 
instance, and not too many Irish either.” 

A ranking city official accompanied me from 
the building, and he expanded on the theme. 
“Even when restrictive covenants were the rage 
in this section,” he said. “‘no one thought of mak- 
ing them against Negroes, for we knew that 
Negroes didn’t want to live here. No, there was 
more covenanting against Jews than Negroes.” 

Passing conversations are often forgotten in a 
fluid situation. This particular question was to 
rise up again and again however. Let us try, 
though, to follow the Cicero outbreak chrono- 
logically, keeping in mind the factors outlined 
above. 

Several years ago, a woman named Camille De 
Rose purchased a three-story, 20-family brick 
apartment house at 6132-42 W. 19th St. on 
the northwest side of Cicero, just at the border 
of Berwyn, another all-white town with a heavy 
Bohemian population. Mrs. De Rose raised the 
rents on her apartments, precipitating a series of 
‘ disputes and disagreements with her tenants. She 
was hailed before the local rent board and ordered 
to refund $350 in rents while facing additional 
action for $3,000 to $4,000 in other cases of 
overcharges. The landlady accused her tenants 
of “persecution.” (Later, she was to say: “They 
went around the section lying on me; they even 
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told people I was a Jew, who had taken an Italian 
name.”) She openly boasted that she would “‘get 
even.” 


Three tenants moved out of the apartment 
house, and suddenly a Negro real estate man ap- 
peared as renting agent for the property. In 
early March, this agent brought out Harvey E, 
Clark, Jr., a young Negro bus driver then living 
in one room and a hallway in a crowded Chicago 
tenement some 24 miles from his starting bus 
station. 


Elated to find an apartment only a couple 
of miles from his work—and, at $60 a month, 
affording five rooms for only $4 more than he 
was paying for one—Clark quickly signed a lease 
for the unit. Southern born, a graduate of Fisk 
University in Nashville, Tenn., as was his young 
wife Johnetta, Clark knew that some whites 
might object to his moving into the neighbor- 
hood, but he had no idea that Cicero was an all- 
white town or that he, his wife and their 8-year- 
old daughter and 6-year-old son might be in 
personal danger if they moved in. And neither 
Mrs. De Rose nor her Negro agent enlightened 
him. Because they had to purchase furniture 
and other household wares, the Clarks did not 


attempt to move in immediately. 


On March 31, Mrs. De Rose found police 
stationed outside her house. They told her they 
had heard that Negroes were planning to move 
into the house. Later, Cicero City Attorney 
Nicholas Berkos came out to tell her that city 
officials would not be responsible for the blood- 
shed if Negroes were permitted to move into 
the house. Then two other Cicero policemen 
visited her in her apartment and told her she 
“wouldn’t be able to get away with it” if she 
tried to rent to a Negro. Mrs. De Rose secretly 
transferred her interest in the trust owning the 
building to a Miss Jewel Young, a young Negro 
woman living at 4757 South Parkway in Chicago. 


Unaware of all this and the impending trouble, 
the Clarks, accompanied by the rental agent and 
Mrs. George C. Adams, grandmother of Miss 
Jewel Young, arrived at the 19th St. house with 
a large moving van containing their new furni- 
ture. They got there at 2:30 p.m. on June 8. 
They were met by two Cicero plainclothesmen 
who told them that the furniture could not be 
moved into the building without a permit. The 
rental agent called Mrs. Adams’ husband, a Chi- 
cago lawyer and newspaper publisher, who 
quickly established that no permit was required, 
but the officers still blocked the moving and 
stalled around until hundreds of local residents, 
returning from work, gathered around the area 
at 6 p.m. 
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Then, with Cicero Police Superintendent Er- 
vin Konovsky in charge, the police went into 
action. Both Clark and the agent, Charles S. 
Edwards, were pushed, kicked, and beaten by 
the police; a companion of Attorney Adams was 
pulled out of his car at pistol point and searched, 
and the whole party and moving van were 
ordered to “Get the hell out of Cicero and don’t 
come back unless you want a bullet through 
you.” The crowd cheered loudly and shouted 
epithets as the Negroes drove off. 


ACK IN CHICAGO, Clark went before Federal 
Judge John P. Barnes, sought and obtained 
a temporary injunction restraining Cicero offi- 
cials from thwarting his efforts to claim his 
apartment, and filed a $200,000 damage claim 
against the police. On June 26, Judge Barnes put 
the town officials under restraint from “shooting, 
beating and otherwise harrassing” the Clarks and 
told Konovsky and the Cicero police that “You 
are going to exercise the same diligence in seeing 
that these people move in as you did in trying 
to keep them out.” 


A new secret date for the move-in was set-— 
although the Cicero police, the Cook County 
Sheriff’s Office or the State’s Attorney Office 
failed to keep the secret—and the Clarks again 
prepared to try to claim their new home. 

Meanwhile, the Civil Liberties Union, the Chi- 
cago Council Against Racial and Religious Dis- 
crimination and other liberal groups tried to con- 
tact Cicero counterparts in an effort to prepare 
the community for the move-in. There was 
nothing the National Assn. for the Advancement 
of Colored People, which had taken up Clark’s 
case in Chicago, could do in Cicero. In reality 
there was little any outside organization could 
do. Even an appeal from the Church Federation 
of Greater Chicago for July 1 statements from 
Cicero pulpits went mainly unanswered by the 
pastors of nine large Roman Catholic and 11 
small Protestant churches in Cicero. There was 
no synagogue to which to appeal, since none 
exists there for the 900 Jewish adults in the 
city’s 70,000 population. (Later, in the tense 
post-riot days, I made an effort to discuss this 
lack of a synagogue with three separate Jewish 
residents contacted in Cicero. One, who had 
discussed the rioting freely, seemed suddenly 
angry when the synagogue question was raised. 
“This rioting thing was strictly a black and white 
affair,” he said coldly. “Don’t be trying to drag 
anti-Semitism into it.” The second was more 
calm. He said no synagogue existed because ap- 
parently there was no strong feeling for one in 
the not-too-closely-knit Jewish community 
there. The third disagreed. He said several at- 
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tempts had been made to form a synagogue, but 
that “something always happened.” There had 
been “‘zoning difficulties,” he said, fears that a 
synagogue “might increase anti-Jewish feeling,” 
and a “general understanding” that it might be 
better to let devout Cicero Jews continue to at- 
tend services in Chicago and other areas.) 

Then on Tuesday, July 10, the Clarks, ac- 
companied by their small children, came back to 
Cicero and moved their new furniture into their 
apartment. The neighborhood, despite the pledge 
of secrecy by public officials, was well aware it 
was “Move-In Day” and a belligerent crowd 
gathered, but the family was not molested. Po- 
lice, facing Federal contempt proceedings and 
a $200,000 damage suit, gave them protection 
until the Clarks left before nightfall. They’d 
decided to take the children to the home of rela- 
tives and to come back to their new home the 
next day. The crowd remained for hours, and 
a few hoodlums, in the plain view of the police, 
threw bricks through the windows of the Clark 
apartment. There was much muttering but little 
violence that night. 

Early the next day, Wednesday, the remaining 
17 white families started moving out of the 
building. Several called vans to transport their 
furniture to storage. Others left with what they 
could carry. It was obvious that D-Day (“D 
is for Darky,” mobsters were to jeer later) had 
been planned for Wednesday night, July 11. 
Even Cook Countny Sheriff John Babb, a poli- 
tician who hopes to be Republician candidate 
for Governor in 1952, heard about it in Chicago 
where he was. attending a meeting, and sent 25 
of his deputy police in uniform to help the 30- 
odd Cicero cops assigned to the area. The force 
was augmented by another 30 police from the 
County police force, although States Attorney 
John Boyle, like Township President Sandusky, 
was conveniently away “‘on vacation.” 

But the police did nothing to break up the 
increasingly menacing crowd which grew from a 
few hundred in late afternoon to over 4,000 as 
the factories turned out ordinarily home-bound 
workers. Many of the Cicero cops greeted their 
friends on arrival, cracked “nigger” and “coon- 
hunting” jokes. The county police did string 
a small rope in front of the building, but they 
and Sheriff Babb’s men were equally as jovial. 


Soon, someone threw a stone and smashed a 

window and there was an immediate rush to 
an empty lot near the building where a large 
rockpile had been assembled. Women passed 
rocks through the crowd to jeering young teen- 
agers and their elders applauded as each found 
its mark. Window frames were knocked out 











of a ground floor and several large firecrackers 
were hurled at the opening. An angry policeman 
admonished an offending youth: “Cut out the 
firecrackers. Throw all the stones you want, but 
get rid of those firecrackers before somebody 
searches you.” Hoodlums then broke into the 
house from a ground floor unit, rushed up to 
the unoccupied Clark apartment and completely 
wrecked it. Heavy furniture, including a piano, 
was thrown out the windows and immediately 
burned by the mob below. Plumbing was ripped 
out in the basement, bathtubs and radiators 
ripped from their moorings. Police made feeble 
and joking efforts to stem the mob but the de- 
struction continued. 

Finally Sheriff Babb rushed to the scene and 
shouted that Clark had heard of the rioting in 
Chicago and had promised “never to return to 
the apartment.” An untrue statement, but 
Babb probably believed it at the time. He then 
tried to stop the destruction by yelling that he, 
the sheriff, was “neutral” in the dispute, but 
that “this is not the way to do it.” Later, he said: 
“I sympathize with you,” and promised to settle 
such problems “with your help in 1952” if the 
rioting could be halted then. It continued into 
the early morning hours, however, with young 
hoodlums even pulling down a half dozen 20- 
foot poplar trees in front of the building. 

By dawn Thursday, July 12 the mob seemed 
to have spent itself and there were few indica- 
tions then that the violence would be resumed. 
There was even evidence of chagrined shame in 
some local circles which found Cicero in the 
headlines again for the first time since the turbu- 
lent days of barefisted Capone rule. But then a 
new rumor hit the town. It was in fact and old 
and discredited rumor, but one which had invari- 
ably arisen in nearby Chicago whenever a Negro 
family moved into a white neighborhood. But 
it found fertile ground in Cicero. It went: 
“Jews have bought the house from De Rosa and 
are planning to move niggers into all the apart- 
ments!” Actually, of course, the house had been 
sold to a Negro syndicate headed by George C. 
Adams. But there was something too ancient 
about the cry of “Jews!” to let the truth prevail 
even had it been known at the time. 

It was obvious before noon Thursday that 
Wednesday night’s outbreak had been only a 
rehearsal, that hoodlums intended to keep their 
open threats to “tear down that house brick by 
brick to teach both the Jews and the niggers 
a lesson.” 

Even Sheriff Babb, back in the County Build- 
ing in Chicago, was disturbed. He became even 
more disturbed when Archibald Carey, a Negro 
Alderman, came down from the politically- 
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powerful South Side to demand that the National 
Guard be called out to halt any new rioting, 
(A cynical Negro politician was to remark later: 
“It was probably the first time that Babb realized 
that there were 10 times as many voters on the 
South Side than in all of Cicero.”’) 


A\nyway, the once “neutral” sheriff acted. He 

denounced the Cicero police for failing to 
“halt the mob,” (ignoring the fact that his own 
men and those from the States Attorney’s office 
had also failed to arrest a single vandal Wednes- 
day night) and telephoned Governor Adlai 
Stevenson for the National Guard. After wrang- 
ling, exchange of telegrams, unsigned orders and 
other difficulties, five companies of state militia 
were finally dispatched to Cicero from nearby 
towns. They arrived at the riot scene too late 
however to prevent a two-hour outbreak which 
made the previous night’s rioting seem like a 
good-natured picnic. 

There is neither need nor space to detail here 
the extent of Thursday night’s rioting and pil- 
laging. The radio and daily papers throughout 
the country have done that job quite well. Be- 
fore the troops finally reached the riot scene at 
10:20 p.m., the house had been gutted; tele- 
vision cameras had taken the rioting into thou- 
sands of Chicago area living rooms, and hood- 
lums had rushed from gin mills throughout the 
metropolitan area to “join the fun” and swell 
the ranks of the rioters to nearly 10,000. 


Before the militia brought the mob under con- 
trol at 12:45 a.m. Friday, July 13, more than 70 
persons had been arrested for unlawful assembly, 
destruction of property, assault with intent to 
kill and disorderly conduct. National Guards- 
men had seized one GI who was home on a 30- 
day leave as one of the mob leaders, but police 
escorted him out of the area and quietly released 
him. Nineteen persons were injured, including 
four National Guardsmen, four police officers 
and three men and one woman bayonetted by the 
state militia. The riot area was barricaded with 
barbed wire and a half mile square section around 
the wrecked house placed under martial law. 
Another 73 persons were arrested Friday night 
as a new mob gathered but was dispersed with 
an efficiency which could have prevented even 
the first outbreak had the Cicero police been 
so minded. 

As this is being written, martial law is still be- 
ing maintained in the troubled area, although 
the barbed wire barricades have been removed 
and the original 450 small town militiamen have 
been replaced by 200 regular National Guards- 
men from Chicago units. The 117 rioters finally 
booked are free on bail for an August hearing. 











AU 


inv 
po! 
fur 
clo 
ap: 
pre 
ani 
wit 
has 
ape 


aut 





ional 


ting, 
ater: 
lized 
1 the 


g to 
own 
fice 
nes- 
dlai 
ing- 
and 
litia 
irby 
late 
lich 


ere 
pil- 
out 
Be- 
at 
sle- 
Du- 
»d- 
the 
rell 


n- 
70 
ly, 


ds- 
0- 
ice 
ed 
ng 
rs 











AucusT, 1951 


County, state and Justice Dept. officials are all 
investigating the clashes. The Clarks, ably sup- 
ported by the Chicago NAACP which raised 
funds to replace their destroyed furniture and 
clothing, are still determined to move into’their 
apartment. And the new Negro owners, under 
pressure from the NAACP, have reversed their 
announced intention of filling all 20 apartments 
with Negro families once the gutted building 
has been repaired. Instead, they will offer the 
apartments to both Negro and white veterans 
of World War II—if county, state or federal 
authorities will provide the protection needed. 


Bvt uirTLe is changed in Cicero. Despite the 

herculean efforts of the Chicago Council 
Against Racial and Religious Discrimination and 
its affiliated organizations, there is little evidence 
that they have been able to activate “democra- 
tically-minded individuals or organizations” in 
Cicero or Berwyn. The Cicero churches have also 
remained almost unanimously silent on the out- 
break. One Catholic priest did express thanks 
the next Sunday that none of his parishioners 
seemed to have been injured or arrested in the 
melee. So great was the religious silence in Ci- 
cero that the Church Federation of Greater Chi- 
cago felt constrained to issue a statement to the 
effect that: “As leaders of the churches of Cook 
County, we hang our heads in shame because of 
the disgraceful behavior of fellow citizens who 
were responsible for the recent outburst of racial 
hatred in Cicero.” 


The silence was not confiried to the Cicero 
clergy. The industrial leadership of the com- 
munity has been equally derelict. Not one of 
the large employers of Negro labor in the com- 
munity has raised his voice—as far as this writer 
has been able to ascertain—to deplore what went 
on in their community. Industrialists there bear a 
particular responsibility for what happened. Had 
they been interested in the welfare of their work- 
ers as in the efficiency and increased output of 
their plants, they could easily during World War 
II have insisted upon defense housing for essential 
Negro workers near their place of employment, 
and have broken the rigid Jim-Crow pattern 
which only now has produced disorders. 


The town’s people had plenty to say, of course, 
but very few of their statements made in my 
presence were enlightening. There was a police- 
man who told me quite seriously that it had been 
“proved” that Clark was a Communist. As for 
the “proof” he said “Well, he was a Negro and 
he went to college and he majored in political 
science. What more proof did you want?” At 
least this officer did not follow the reasoning 
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of two Chicago daily newspapers. The Hearst 
Herald Examiner hinted strongly that Commu- 
nists had led the mob, but Col. Robt. McCor- 
mick’s Chicago Tribune had a simpler answer. 
The whole thing, The Tribune thundered, grew 
out of rent control, and anyone who opposed 
rent control must in all honesty favor the up- 
right citizens who rebelled against it. The most 
intriguing remark I overheard, however, was 
made by a mother waiting to bail her rioting son 
out of jail: “If Roosevelt had not passed that 
14th Amendment,” she lamented, “then none of 
this would have happened.” 
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As a mere reporter who happened to cover 
the Cicero story, this writer will not attempt 
to speculate on the eventual outcome of this 
latest expression of American racialism. Neither 
will he belabor the point that, for once, Soviet 
inventiveness will not have to tax its imagina- 
tion for propaganda stories to use among our 
friends and enemies abroad. More important, I 
think, is this: Cicero, Ill. and the incipient Ci- 
ceros throughout the country constitute a truly 
American problem. And it is up to America to 
solve it, not only for the Harvey Clarks, but 
for the safety and future of America itself. 


The Auerbach Affair 


by M. Shtrigler 


N MARCH 12, 1951, Dr. Philip Auerbach, 
State Commissioner of Bavaria, was sud- 
denly arrested and mysteriously placed in isola- 
tion in a German prison. Ever since he has be- 
came a cause celebré. At one time the press 
reported that he was in the prison hospital. Then 
it was announced that he had tried to commit 
suicide and was saved at the last moment. After 
that followed a host of rumors about the secrets 
that Auerbach was about to reveal concerning 
leading Germans. As soon as these rumors died 
down newspapers in Germany outdid each other 
with reports of the fantastic sums of which 
Auerbach ostensibly swindled the poor German 
people. Young men in brown shirts distributed 
leaflets in the streets of Munich, Frankfurt, Bonn 
and Stuttgart calling for death to all the re- 
maining Jews, and their refrain was: Auerbach! 
Auerbach! 


Strange as it may seem, while the hysteria 
about Auerbach was at its height, a movie pro- 
duced by Veit Harlan, a film director under 
Goebbels who produced the notorious anti- 
Semitic film Jud Suess, was being shown in many 
German cities. In some of these, Jews and demo- 
cratic elements staged protest demonstrations. 
These protests were met by counter demonstra- 
tions in which mobs shouted: Long Live Harlan! 
Death to Philip Auerbach! It became apparent 
that there was a close inner resemblance between 
the first Jewish minister of a German State after 
Hitler and the original Jew Suess, their phe- 
nomenal rise to power and their end. Persons 
given to searching for historical symbols will 
probably not fail to discover that these two Jews 
ended their carers in Germany at the same age 
—one in 1738 and the other in 1951. 


Wo is Philip Auerbach? It is difficult to de- 

fine his personality. In recent years he man- 
aged to say so many things and to arouse so 
many controversies that it became hard to follow 
his development. He was variously and simul- 
taneously described as a hero and a villain, a 
swindler as well as the highest manifestation of 
human idealism. Both definitions seemed to con- 
tain an element of truth. It is doubtful whether 
Auerbach himself could give a clear answer 
about his motives. I must therefore rely on my 
personal knowledge of this strange manifesta- 
tion in Jewish life dating back to the time before 
he became a minister in the Bavarian govern- 
ment. 

My acquaintance with Philip Auerbach dates 
back to the time when we were both in the 
Buchenwald concentration camp. Later I fol- 
lowed his career and his various transformations 
with considerable curiosity. But it was not idle 
curiosity. Auerbach is an excellent representa- 
tive of the type of person who dreams of a 
career at all costs, even if it is to be attained 
among enemies. 

It happened in January, 1945. The Germans 
were rapidly evacuating the concentration 
camps in Eastern Europe. Tens of thousands of 
prisoners were brought to Buchenwald. It was 
then that Auerbach, a tall, heavy-set man, was 
pointed out to me. He introduced himself as 
an Orthodox Jew and a scientist. He had much 
to tell of his experiences and appeared eager to 
talk about himself. 

He told me some strange things. He had been 
a scientist in Germany and active in the demo- 
cratic movement, he said. After Hitler’s rise 
to power he fled to Belgium where he made 
several inventions which the Belgian government 
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utilized. He was also active in the struggle 
against Franco, and his inventions contributed 
perceptibly to the struggle against the Spanish 
dictator, he maintained. When the Nazis in- 
vaded Belgium, he was arrested and taken to a 
concentration camp in France. Then he was 
moved throughout Germany and was finally 
brought to the extermination camp at Ausch- 
witz. As he told the story, he was saved by a 
miracle. His fate had already been sealed, but 
just then a highly placed Storm Troop officer 
took him under his wing. The SS officer was 
working for his doctorate and Auerbach wrote 
his thesis for him. Later Auerbach made some 
chemical invention which the SS officer patented 
as his own. The invention concerned a particu- 
larly effective disinfectant. This officer protect- 
ed Auerbach in the hope of getting more in- 
ventions from him. Then came the evacuation 
of the Germans from the East. 

This is Auerbach’s story about Auschwitz. 
When he was brought to Buchenwald he soon 
displayed his capabilities. Within a matter of 
days he succeeded in gaining a position in camp 
which others, who had been there for a long 
time, could not attain. He became unapproach- 
able, Only the Orthodox Jews in camp enjoyed 
his confidence. His plans for the future? After 
liberation? He said he would like to devote him- 
self to science and that he had a number of ideas 
in mind; he would devote himself to Jewish 
communal activity; he would go to Palestine. 

Then came the confusion of the last days of 
the Nazi regime. Buchenwald became a pandae- 
monium and personal contacts between the 
prisoners were lost. When the Americans came, 
Auerbach, now grown physically to immense 
proportions, was among the survivors. 


HILIP AUERBACH had a remarkable talent for 

establishing contacts. The day after the 
Americans arrived he was already on cordial 
terms with the American officers and command- 
ers. He talked with all of them and persuaded 
them that without his assistarice they would ac- 
complish nothing. Three days after the libera- 
tion he became chief of the camp hospital which 
contained thousands of patients. Very soon 
thereafter he concentrated in his hands authority 
over the provisioning of the hospital, and the 
fate of thousands of camp inmates. He arranged 
matters in such wise that without him the few 
remaining American lieutenants did not know 
what was what in camp. On the face of it he 


‘merely looked after the welfare of the patients 


and saw to it that everything was in order. He 
was everywhere; his energy was inexhaustible 
and he busied himself with a thousand and one 
matters which kept him occupied day and night. 
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He personally disinfected barracks; pursued SS 
men, stormed about. But in his eyes there was 
the first happy gleam of power. This awareness 
of power was soon noticeable in his voice which 
began to ring with a note of pride. He became 
ever more formal. 

He also had an opportunity to satisfy his old 
longing for religion. He organized a temporary 
synagogue in the former Buchenwald movie hall, 
and the first American Jewish chaplain appeared 
to conduct the services. Auerbach came to the 
first Friday evening services beaming, a skull cap 
on his head and solemnly recited the prayers. 
But now he was too impatient to devote himself 
to religion. Germany lay crushed and humiliated 
and waited for the rise of a man who had not 
been mixed up in the Hitler orgy. For such a 
man there was no end of opportunities. It was 
only necessary for such a man to appear and 
start issuing orders to be obeyed. The Ger- 
mans lacked a master. during those days and felt 
unhappy about it. Auerbach intuitively sensed 
this state of affairs. His will to power and his 
German patriotism, which he imbibed during 
his youth in Hamburg, were aroused within him. 
The dream of vengeance on his tormentors paled 
under the impact of ‘his freedom. Like the lib- 
erated German camp inmates he took up the 
refrain: We are not Nazis; we will not do what 
they did. 

The chaos of the ruins beckoned to him with 
the promise of power. The Americans looked for 
a man they could trust, and the Germans, too, 
would be satisfied if one not a foreigner were 
to serve as their link with the conquerors. The 
situation called for delicate maneuvering. Philip 
Auerbach therefore stressed his Jewishness along- 
side his Germanism. He even stressed his na- 
tional consciousness and traditional upbringing 
a little too much. When the Soviet authorities 
occupied Thuringia and Buchenwald was in- 
cluded in their zone, Auerbach fled to the Rhine- 
land. There he was active in the organization of 
Jewish communal life and became president of 
the council of Jewish communities. It seemed 
that he was devoting himself totally to Jewish 
matters. But he also allowed himself to be nomi- 
nated chief government counsellor. Indeed, 
what power could he obtain among Jews? 

In 1946 he travelled in a number of countries 
trying to enlist interest in the fate of the Jews 
in the DP camps. But this activity did not hin- 
der him from accepting the post of Bavarian 
High Commissioner for Victims of Political and 
Racial Persecution. Did he assume this office 
out of selfishness? God forbid. He merely 
wished there should be a Jew in the Bavarian 
government who would look after the interests 
of the Jewish refugees. The subject of restitu- 
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tion was then coming to the fore and Auerbach 
was considered the right man to handle the 
matter. 


HiLip AUERBACH knew human nature. He 

realized that as soon as the allocation of resti- 
tution would be in his hands everybody would 
court his favor. He would be in a position to 
shut up his opponents. There were, it is true, 
Jewish journalists—and I was one of them— 
who raged at the plan: What? A Jew as a min- 
ister of a German government? After the gas 
chambers? But Auerbach did not like to be 
preached to. He knew that thousands of dis- 
placed Jews were streaming into Munich. Willy 
nilly they would have to resort to German state 
authorities. He would be such an authority. 
Would any of these beaten people dare say a 
word of criticism against him? One German- 
Jewsh journalist, Kurt Kaiserbluett, pointed out 
that Auerbach had a criminal record from be- 
fore the war, that he had been tried as a swindler, 
that his title of Doctor was phony. But Auer- 
bach ignored him. He was already in the Ba- 
varian government. At the same time he did not 
miss a single important Jewish gathering. He 
was a German among Germans and a mourner 
for the six million martyrs among Jews. What 
wouldn’t he do for his people? He would even 
condescend to accept honors from his German 
colleagues for their sake. All he wanted was to 
regain the looted Jewish wealth, to help the 
Jewish communities, to foster religious activities. 
One must be practical! 

His triumph did not last long. Troubles soon 
began to beset him. As early as 1947 the Ger- 
mans sensed that they no longer had to bow their 
heads so low in shame over their crimes. Auer- 
bach’s prestige began to wane. Soon the Ger- 
mans would not need him at all. Placards began 
to appear in the streets proclaiming: “Death to 
Auerbach!” Threatening and insulting letters 
began coming in his mail. But Philip Auerbach 
hated to draw conclusions whose implications 
were to renounce power. All that was required, 
he felt, was a change in tactics. 

At a conference held in December, 1946, 
Auerbach recommended that the Joint Distribu- 
tion Committee import to Bavaria cotton, wool, 
hides, tanning equipment and processed leather. 
With these products, he said, it would be possible 
to provide productive employment for the Jew- 
ish refugees, but these materials would have to 
be addressed to the Special Employment Com- 
mission of the Bavarian Ministry of Economics. 

It was an insolent suggestion—to provide a 
German state institution with raw materials 
purchased for money raised by American Jews. 
But Auerbach sweetened the pill with the argu- 
ment of productive employment for Jews. 
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Within a short time he gave a record number 
of interviews, wrote innumerable letters to edi- 
tors, attended countless meetings and confer- 
ences and issued warning statements. But he 
warned the Jews, not the Germans. Hated by 
the Germans—if only because of his high post 
— Auerbach warned the Jews to beware of arous- 
ing German hatred. These statements he pub- 
licized with much pomp, always with an eye to 
their effect on the Germans. 

Was it possible to win German favor in this 
manner? Later developments proved that it was 
not. Auerbach became ever more isolated de- 
spite the fact that he assumed one post after 
another. For the sake of verity it is necessary 
to add that his wild restlessness often found ex- 
pression in his Jewish activities, but in his inner 
conflict between his Jewish consciousness and his 
will to power the latter always triumphed. He 
tried to raise a loan for Bavaria in America. He 
tried to win forgiveness for the Germans. Yet 
his high posts in Jewish institutions often re- 
quired that he speak courageously against the 
Germans, and he was not the man to permit 
another spokesman to make these statements as 
long as he was president of the council of Jew- 


ish communities. To delegate authority to an- | 


other, might have led to the emergence of another 
leader. This he would not tolerate. Consequent- 
ly he was drawn into the tangle of Jewish prob- 
lems and often had to speak against his own 
actions as German official. 


Some montus before his arrest he realized 

that the entire structure of his influence was 
crumbling. But this merely inflamed his ambi- 
tions. When he realized that the central council 
of Jewish communities was anxious to be rid of 
him, he devoted still greater energies to work in 
this institution. The Jews in Germany knew 
that his star was waning, that soon he would no 
longer be powerful and his name might become 
a reproach to all Jews in Germany. They tried 
to dissociate themselves from him, but he would 
not allow it. When the war criminals at the 
Landsberg prison were pardoned and there arose 
the need to protest this clemency, it was felt 
that it were best if someone other than Auerbach 
were to express the protest. But he would not 
have it so and in a radio address sharply con- 
demned the Germans. In this manner he wished 
to retain his position among Jews. But he failed. 
It was too late. This address, however, signalled 
the outbreak of the tempest against him among 
the Germans. 

Auerbach knew that a net of intrigue was 
being woven about him, but he was still presi- 
dent of the Bavarian State Restitution Office 
which handled the claims of Germans as well 
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as Jews. Matters pertaining to restitution pay- 
ments to all victims of Hitlerism were under his 
control. The Bavarian government considered it 
high time to put an end to this “scandalous” 
situation. It was known that many things in his 
department were not in order, but it was first 
necessary to pin specific accusations on him. 
This was not an easy matter because Auerbach 
had ever been careful to stay on the right side 
of the law. But too late he realized that the 
Bavarian government needed him as a scapegoat 
for its own misdoings even more than for his. 
He began revealing things about the govern- 
ment, he hailed other ministers to court and 
tried to prepare public opinion for the idea that 
he was about to be sacrificed because he was a 
Jew. 

His efforts had a reverse effect. The various 
ministries had already accumulated numerous 
complaints that restitution had been paid to per- 
sons—Jews and non-Jews—not entitled to it. 
The complaints naturally stressed the Jewish 
cases. It was impossible to arrest the hundreds 
of German officials in Auerbach’s department. 
The one at the head was to blame. The ground 
was prepared for a wave of anti-Semitic agita- 
tion and the neo-Nazis were provided with new 
arguments for their propaganda. There were no 
ironclad proofs against Auerbach personally, 
and it is believed that such proof is nonexistent 
to this day, but the campaign in the press against 
him followed the usual pattern. The Jews of 
Germany, knowing Auerbach, feared the con- 
sequences of the coming trial and wished to dis- 
seciate themselves from him betimes. More and 
more one heard the argument that Auerbach was 
an individual and the Jewish community in Ger- 
many must not be blamed on his account. On 
February 11 a meeting of the Jewish central 
council decided to ask Auerbach to resign all 
his posts in the community. The following meet- 
ing, which took place in Berlin on February 25, 
did not permit him to attend. It was at this 
meeting that the complete dissociation from him 
took place and the council protested against the 
attempt to suspend all restitution payments be- 
cause of the “individual”? Auerbach. 

For a while he continued fighting on all fronts. 
He raised charges against others; he threatened 
to upset a number of ministries with the revela- 
tion of secret information about them. He was 
listened to and it also appeared that he was feared. 
There were numerous inquiries. Persons through- 
out Bavaria were questioned, but Auerbach was 
allowed to remain in his office. He proceeded to 
direct his department as if nothing were wrong. 
He issued orders and planned the work for the 
future. Perhaps he believed that no one would 
dare touch him. This may account for his 
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amazement when on March 12 he found his 
office surrounded by police. He protested and 
resisted, but was forcibly placed under arrest. 

Then the accumulated resentment broke 
through the surface. Those who had formerly 
made him their leader and spokesman now re- 
jected him. Jewish newspapermen who for years 
praised Auerbach to the skies now vied with 
each other in revealing “terrible” details of his 
life. One of these even offered to be chief wit- 
ness against him. Auerbach was accused in the 
German Jewish press of despotism in the DP 
camps. The Germans now had still another 
whip with which to lash him: Why did you tor- 
ment your Jewish brothers? Dr. Miller, Min- 
ister of Justice in Bavaria whom Auerbach had 
accused of collaboraton with the Nazis, tried 
to restrain the anti-Semitic outburst in connec- 
tion with the Auerbach arrest. But in a public 
address at Annsbach, Miller added that Auer- 
bach was to blame for the new anti-Jewish wave. 
A new scapegoat had been found for the “new” 
German anti-Semitism. 

Philip Auerbach has been in prison for months. 
To this day the Bavarian government has re- 
frained from setting the day of his trial or bring- 
ing specific charges against him. Until then he 
will have ample time to reconsider his flirtation 
with the Germans, his negotiations in New York 
for a loan for “his” Bavaria and his strange 
avidity for simultaneous honors from Jews and 
Germans. 

Jews, too, must ponder this strange case. 
Philip Auerbach is not merely a man accused of 
swindling the Bavarian government. Jews have 
also bestowed honors upon him. The same Jew- 
ish organizations and individuals who saw him 
fraternize with Germans at a time when such 
relations were taboo, wildly cheered him when 
he came to Jewish conferences and delivered 
emotional “Jewish” speeches. Who knows 
whether the Jewish sentiments that marked one 
half of his personality did not contribute to his 
downfall. Some of the irregularities practiced 
in his department were a result of the cruel 
Bavarian law which prevented many Jewish vic- 
tims from claiming their rightful restitution, it 
is argued by some. The Bavarian government 
did not want to grant restitution to Jews who 
left the country after January, 1947. Auerbach 
gave such persons credentials testifying that they 
had been'in Germany after that date. Does not 
this make him some sort of a martyr to his Jew- 
ish sentiments? However, these “sacred false- 
hoods” do not cancel the fact that an unscrupu- 
lous careerist cannot be the moral representative 
of Jewish organizations. Such a condition must 
not be allowed in the future just as it cannot 
be forgiven in the past. 
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Heresy, American Democracy and 


“The Miracle” 


by Leo 


A CASE HISTORY of Catholic power in Ameri- 

can democracy is presented by the dramatic, 
short-lived career of the forty-minute Italian 
picture which opened at the Paris Theatre in 
New York City on December 12, 1950 and was 
closed by order of the State Board of Regents 
on February 16, 1951. Although the film played 
to capacity audiences most of the time, the Paris 
is a small theatre and only a few thousand of 
the city’s millions were able to see it. It is there- 
fore appropriate to describe briefly the plot of the 
picture before relating the incidents leading to 
the Regents’ action and discussing the implica- 
tions of the action and the issues it raises. 

“The Miracle” depicts a simple-minded peas- 
ant girl tending a herd of goats on a mountain- 
side when a bearded stranger approaches. The 
garb worn by the girl and the stranger appear 
to be important issues in the controversy. The 
Board of Regents, in its report banning the film, 
described the stranger’s costume as “similar to 
the traditional images of the Saint [Joseph]... 
[with] garments such as were used in the Holy 
Land in the time of Christ.” It described the 
girl as “dressed in clothes caricaturing those worn 
in church processions honoring the Virgin 
Mary.” Actually, the stranger’s garments con- 
sisted of a U. S. Army field jacket, U. S. Army 
olive drab trousers, a U. S. Army fatigue cap 
swung over his shoulders, and U. S. government 
issue shoes. The girl wore a cotton house dress, 
a woolen plaid shawl, cotton stockings and old 
leather shoes. 

In any event, the girl imagines the stranger 
to be St. Joseph, spouse of the Virgin Mary, 
who has come to take her to heaven where she 
will be happy and free. She pleads with him to 
transport her to heaven, saying according to the 
English subtitles: “I’m not well . . . and taking 
a loaf of bread He broke it... And an Angel 
of the Lord appeared in his dream and said... 
Joseph .. . Son of ‘David . . . Have no fear to 
take Mary as your bride . . . for what has been 
conceived here . . . St. Joseph . . . cast aside 
my body and my soul... I’d feel so happy with- 
out this weight ... St. Joseph has come to me... 
What Heaven . .. Heaven on earth . . . The mad 
woman has received grace” 
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While the girl is pleading with him, the beard- 
ed stranger says nothing but plies her with wine. 


Then while the girl is under the combined in- 


fluence of her phantasies and the wine, the 
stranger apparently seduces her. (This incident 
is not expressly stated but is discreetly implied.) 
When the girl later awakens, she finds the strang- 
er gone. She climbs down the mountainside not 
knowing whether the incident was real or a 
dream. She meets two priests and asks them 
“Saints do appear, don’t they?” The older priest 
answers “If the Lord wills it.” The younger 
priest scoffs, saying: “I’m a monk twenty years 
and I’ve never seen a miracle.” The old priest 
dismisses him with the remark: “He’s a 
materialist.” 

Months later, while tending the village chil- 
dren as their mothers work in the vineyards, the 
girl faints and the women discover that she is 
pregnant. “It is the grace of God,” she mur- 
murs, and excitedly runs into the church to 
prostrate herself in front of the statue of St. 
Joseph. Thereafter, she refuses to do any menial 
work because she says, “Even if I were to die 
of hunger . . . I must respect the child.” Al- 
though the housewives humor her, the younger 
people are not so kind. In a scene of brutal tor- 
ment, they mock her exclaiming: “What horror! 
You’ve descended among us mortals!” They 
cruelly shove and beat her and clamp a basin on 
her head as a halo. Abused even by the beggars, 
she gathers her pitiful rags and leaves the village 
to live alone in a cave. 

When her time to give birth arrives, the girl 
starts back to the village. But when she sees 
the crowds in the streets, her fears cause her to 
turn toward a church on a high hill. She strug- 
gles towards it, crying desperately. A goat is 
her sole companion. She drinks water dripping 
from a rock. When she finds the front door of 
the church locked, the goat attracts her to a 
small side door. She struggles into the church 
basement. The final scene shows the girl’s face, 
in a close-up, full of tenderness. The cry of an 
unseen baby is heard. The girl reaches towards 
it and murmurs, ““My son! My love! My flesh!” 


This, in brief, is the story of “The Miracle.” 
It should be noted that it casts doubt on the 
veracity of the immaculate conception and vir- 


gin birth of Christ as set forth in the New Testa- 
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ment only to the extent that the recounting of 
any admitted hallucination casts doubt on the 
veracity of the alleged historic incident which 
is the basis of the hallucination. Nothing in 
the film itself directly suggests disbelief in the 
New Testament version of Christ’s birth. 


“THE MIRACLE” has been publicly exhibited in 

Rome under a permit directly issued by the 
government censor. The Lateran agreements 
which, according to the Constitution of the 
Italian Republic, govern the relations between 
the Catholic Church and the Italian government, 
require the government to suppress any public 
story, play or film which offends the Catholic 
religion. No objection to “The Miracle” was 
made by any representative of the Catholic 
church in Italy. Nor was any objection voiced 
by the Vatican’s representatives on the screening 
committee when the film was entered in the 
Venice Film Festival of 1948. Even the Vatican 
newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano, in reviewing 
“The Miracle” did not criticize it on religious 
grounds. Nothing occurred in Catholic Italy 
to give any indication of the vehement attacks 
to which the picture was to be subjected in 


New York. 


“The Miracle” was passed without objection 
by the United States Customs authorities when 
it was brought into this country. In March of 
1949 it received a license for exhibition with 
Italian dialogue by the Motion Picture Division 
of the State Department of Education, the offi- 
cial censor of motion pictures. In November, 
1950 it was again licensed by the Division for 
exhibition, with English subtitles, as part of the 
film trilogy, ““Ways of Love,” with “A Day in 
the Country” and “‘Jofroi.” (No objection has 
ever been raised to either of the latter two 
pictures. ) 

Thus armed, the trilogy opened a month later 
in the small Paris theater which specializes in 
foreign language and “art” pictures and is pa- 
tronized by a select, fairly intellectual audience. 
In this respect, ‘The Miracle” differed radically 
from the widely distributed “Forever Amber” 
which, three years earlier, had incurred the 
wrath of the Catholic hierarchy on moral, not 
theological grounds. 


It is difficult to understand why the Catholic 
church in New York should have reacted so 
violently to a picture of such narrow appeal 
which had aroused no objection by the Vatican. 
The explanation may lie in the fact that the pic- 
ture was produced by Roberto Rossellini who had 
defied the Church by his marriage to Ingrid 
Bergman, or perhaps the ensuing events were un- 
premeditated and accidental and were merely 
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another instance of Cardinal Spellman’s disregard 
for public opinion which had previously mani- 
fested itself in his attack on Mrs. Roosevelt for 
her stand on Federal aid to education and in his 
use of seminary students to break a gravedigger’s 
strike for higher wages. It is possible that the in- 
transigeant refusal of the distributors of the film 
to suppress it on learning the Church’s objections 
was seized upon by the Church as a means of 
gaining with respect to foreign films the censorial 
control which it possesses over American made 
films. And possibly the incident was deliber- 
ately chosen by the Church as a test of its power 
and ambition to exclude from public American 
life, whether in the educational, literary, enter- 
tainment or other areas, all that is heretical ac- 
cording to Catholic dogma and morals. 
Whatever the cause, the reaction was quick 
and violent. No sooner had the film opened than 
the Church’s Legion of Decency, which publishes 
a weekly index of forbidden pictures, prepared 
a report condemning it and commending the 
faithful to refrain from seeing it. This in itself 
would have meant little, for few religious Ca- 
tholics patronize art theatres and the Legion’s 
“condemned” ratings for foreign films rarely 
have an appreciable effect upon their success. 


More effective was the action of New York 
City’s Commissioner of Licenses, Edward T. Mc- 
Caffrey, a devout Catholic and former State 
Commander of the Catholic War Veterans. Two 
days before Christmas, McCaffrey informed the 
management of the theatre that he found the 
picture “officially and personally to be a blasphe- 
mous affront to a great many of the citizens of 
our city.” He stated that unless the picture 
were withdrawn, he would close the Paris theatre 
by revoking its license. 

To avoid the closing of the theatre, Joseph 
Burstyn, the distributor of “The Miracle,” with- 
drew the film but went to court and obtained an 
injunction against McCaffrey. In issuing the in- 
junction Supreme Court Justice Aaron Steuer 
ruled that the Commissioner’s jurisdiction to is- 
sue and revoke theatre licenses did not confer 
upon him the power to censor the films exhibited 
in the theatres. 

Exhibition of the film was resumed on Decem- 
ber 29, 1950. But on Sunday, January 7, 1951 
a statement by Cardinal Spellman was read at 
all masses in St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York 
City. The Cardinal called upon all Catholics 
in the United States to boycott “The Miracle” 
and any theatre showing it. He described the 
picture as a “despicable affront to every Chris- 
tian,” a mocking of “‘our faith,” and an example 
of “art at its lowest.” With an obvious reference 
to Rossellini’s marital non-conformity, he sug- 
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gested that the film be called “Woman Further 
Defamed.” He criticized the Motion Picture 
Division for approving the picture, declaring 
that its members should be “censured” for 
offending and insulting “millions of people.” 
Finally he called upon all “right-thinking citi- 
zens” to unite in changing and strengthening 
federal and state laws so as to make it “impos- 
sible for anyone to profit financially by blasphe- 
my, immorality and sacrilege.” 


HAT AFTERNOON picketing began at the Paris 

Theatre. Representing the Catholic War 
Veterans and other Catholic organizations, the 
pickets carried signs reading: “This picture is 
an insult to every decent woman and her moth- 
er,” “This picture is blasphemous,” “This pic- 
ture is a desecration of faith.” The marching 
pickets’ shouting was less dignified. It included 
such exhortations as: “Don’t enter that cess- 
pool!” “Don’t look at that filth!” “This is a 
communist picture!” and “Buy American!” 

Neither the picketing, the two occasions on 
which the police emptied the theatre because of 
anonymous threats to bomb it, nor the summons 
served upon the manager by the fire department 
for allowing people to stand in the aisles and 
in the back succeeded in closing “The Miracle.” 
On the contrary, the controversy, as is usual in 
such cases, resulted in capacity audiences at each 
showing. What ultimately did succeed was the 
action of the State Board of Regents in rescind- 
ing the license which had been granted by the 
Motion Picture Division. 

Under New York law, the Motion Picture 
Division of the Department of Education is re- 
quired to “cause to be examined every motion 
picture submitted to them .. . and unless such 
film or part thereof is obscene, indecent, im- 
moral, inhuman, sacrilegious or is of such a char- 
acter that its exhibition would tend to corrupt 
morals or incite to crime, [the Division] shall 
issue a license therefor.” The law also provides 
that if a license is denied by the Division the 
applicant may appeal to the Board of Regents, 
but it does not provide that any appeal may be 
taken if a license had been granted by the 
Division. 

Nevertheless the Board of Regents on its own 
initiative appointed three of its members, a 
Protestant, a Catholic and a Jew, as a subcom- 
mittee to view the picture and report. The com- 
mittee returned with a report that the picture 
was in fact “sacrilegious.” The Board then 
ordered a private showing of the picture, and 
after seeing it agreed with its committee and 
on February 16, 1951 revoked the license, thus 
bringing to an end, as of this writing, the short 
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but eventful career of “The Miracle” in New 
. York. The Regents’ ruling is interesting, par- 
ticularly in, its rather surprising reference to 
religious freedom: 


In this country where we enjoy the priceless 
heritage of religious freedom the law recognizes 
that men and women of all faiths respect the 
religious beliefs held by others. The mockery 
or profaning of those beliefs that are sacred 
to any portion of our citizenship is abhorent to 
the laws of this great State. To millions of our 
people the Bible has been held sacred and by 
them taught, read, studied and held in reverence 
and respect. Generation after generation have 
been influenced by its teachings. This picture 
takes the concept so sacred to them set forth 
in both the Protestant and Catholic versions of 
the Bible (St. Mathew, King James and Douay 
Versions, Chapter I, verses 18-25) and associates 
it with drunkeness, seduction, mockery and 
lewdness. 


The distributor of the film appealed to the 
courts on the ground that the Regents had no 
power to rescind a license once granted and that 
in any event denial of a license infringed upon 
his constitutional rights. The Appellate Division 
sustained the Regents’ action on the ground that 
its power to review a grant of license by the 
Motion Picture Division is implicit. In disposing 
of the constitutional issue, the court relied upon 
a 1915 decision of the United States Supreme 
Court (in the early days of films) that motion 
pictures, like circuses, are “shows and spectacles” 
rather than a medium for the expression of | 
opinion protected from censorship by constitu- 
tional guarantees of freedom of speech and press. 
The Appellate Division’s decision has been ap- 
pealed to the Court of Appeals, the state’s high- 
est court, which, at the time of this writing, 
has not yet announced a decision. If the decision 
is adverse to the distributor, he is expected to 
appeal to the United States Supreme Court for 
a final determination. 


It may be that the case will ultimately be 
decided on the technical ground of the Regents’ 
lack of power to cancel a license once granted. 
Or the Supreme Court may reverse its 1915 
decision and rule that films are media of expres- 
sion entitled to the constitutional protection ac- 
corded newspapers and comic magazines. But the 
basic issue underlying the “Miracle” controversy 
is not the technical question of the Regents’ 
power, nor even the applicability of the First 
Amendment’s guaranty of freedom of expres- 
sion to motion pictures. Nor is the basic issue 
the moral right or the economic power of a 
religious or social minority to boycott a film 
deemed offensive to it. 
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HE “MIRACLE” controversy must be distin- 

guished from the reported attempts of some 
Jewish groups to induce theatre owners not to 
exhibit “Oliver Twist.” Whether or not the 
Jewish groups were justified in their action— 
and the issue is far from clear—it must be re- 
membered that the objection to “Oliver Twist” 
was not that it propounded a concept or prin- 
ciple offensive to the Jews, but that it was guilty 
of the racist stereotyping which rationalizes, if 
it does not cause, much of the discrimination 
practiced against Jews, Negroes and other mino- 
rity groups. The difference between attacking 
a doctrine and defaming a racial religious group 
seems Clear. 


The Jewish groups did not call upon the gov- 
ernment to suppress the film. Their action may 
have been wrong in principle or it may have 
been ill advised, but it was limited to voluntary 
persuasion. If the distributor or exhibitor re- 
jected their demands, he might suffer financial 
loss, but he could not be thrown into jail. 


These two distinctions between “Oliver Twist” 
and ‘The Miracle” are vital, for they present 
the basic issue underlying the “Miracle” con- 
troversy—the suppression of a concept which 
deviates from a certain religious dogma and the 
use of the coercive arm of secular government 
to effect that suppression. Fundamentally, the 
issue is not different from that involved when 
Socrates was required to drink hemlock for 
questioning the dogmas propounded by the gods; 
when the Holy Inquisition delivered heretics into 
the secular arms of the prince for execution of 
that sentence which the church mercifully could 
not herself execute. In short, the issue is heresy 
and its place in American democracy. 


The word “heresy” is not mentioned in the 
law under which the Regents purported to act; 
the statute uses the term “sacrilege.” But the 
word “sacrilege” is obviously used incorrectly. 
Webster defines the term as “the crime of steal- 
ing, misusing, violating or desecrating that which 
is sacred, or holy, or dedicated to sacred uses.” 
Bouvier, the standard law dictionary, defines the 
word in similar terms. Neither uses the word in 
any way that would make it applicable to the 
realm of ideas or doctrine. | 


License Commissioner McCaffrey said he 
found “‘The Miracle” to be “blasphemous.” But 
Blackstone, the standard authority on the com- 
mon law, defined blasphemy as being directed 
“against the Almighty by denying His being 
or providence.” In this country, a narrower 
definition was given by Chancellor Kent in a 
leading case a century ago. Kent defined blas- 
phemy as the “reviling” of “the general doc- 
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trines of Christianity.” The law, said Kent, does 
not 


... punish indiscriminately the like attacks upon 
the religion of Mahomet or of the Grand Lama, 
and for this plain reason, that the case assumes 
that we are a Christian people, and the morality 
of the country is deeply ingrafted upon Chris- 
tianity and not upon the doctrines or worship 
of those imposters. 


But “The Miracle” does not deny the being 
of the Almighty, nor does it even revile the 
general doctrines of Christianity, as is evident 
from the large number of Protestant clergymen 
of all the leading denominations who found the 
film to be entirely consistent with Christian re- 
ligious principles. 

The offense of which “The Miracle” was guilty 
is the offense of heresy, even though it is em- 
phatically termed sacrilege. Heresy was defined 
by Blackstone as “fan offense against religion, 
consisting not in the total denial of Christianity, 
but of some of its essential doctrines publicly 
and obstinately held.” The most that the 
“Miracle” can and has been charged with is 
impugning the veracity of the New Testament 
account of the immaculate conception and vir- 
gin birth of Christ. 

The offense of “The Miracle” is heresy, and 
the Roman Catholic Church has never had any 
doubts as to a State’s obligations with respect 
to heresy. Nestorius, upon his consecration as 
Bishop of Constantinople in the 4th century, 
preached to Emperor Theodosius: ““Give me, my 
Prince, the earth purged of heretics, and I will 
give you heaven as a recompense.” St. Augus- 
tine called upon the civil power to suppress © 
heretics, ‘For what is a worse killer of the soul 
than freedom of error?” St. Thomas Aquinas 
subjected the stubborn heretics to death for “‘the 
sin of heresy . . . is the worst of sins.” By direc- 
tion of the Roman Catholic Church, death was 
prescribed as the legal state-imposed penalty 
for heresy during the 13th, 14th and 15th cen- 
turies in Spain, Italy, France and England. 

Twentieth century civilization does not look 
with favor upon the physical extermination of 
heretics. But the Catholic church has never mo- 
dified its position on the obligation of the state 
to suppress heresy. The Manual of Christian 
Doctrine, which is used today as an authorita- 
tive text in Catholic schools throughout the 
United States, is clear on the subject. 

Q. Has the state the right and the duty to 
proscribe schism or heresy? 

A. Yes, it has the right and the duty to do 
both for the good of the nation and for 
the faithful themselves; for religious unity 

is the principal foundation of social unity. 
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American democracy is based upon a different 
tradition. In this country, the Supreme Court 
declared in 1869, “The law knows no heresy 
and is committed to the support of no dogma.” 
Three quarters of a century later, the Court 
again had occasion to state: “If there is one fixed 
star in our constitutional constellation it is that 
no official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall 
be orthodox in religion.” 

A great American jurist expressed our demo- 
cratic tradition in these words: “The manifest 
object of the men who founded the institutions 
of this country was to have a State without re- 
ligion and a Church without politics—that is 
to say, they meant that one should never be used 
as an engine for any purpose of the other.” 

But the American tradition was probably best 
expressed by Thomas Jefferson: 

Our rulers can have no authority over such 
natural rights, only as we have submitted to 
them. The rights of conscience we never sub- 
mitted, we could not submit. We are answer- 
able for them to our God. The legitimate powers 
of government extend to such acts only as are 
injurious to others, but it does me no injury 
for my neighbor to say there are twenty Gods, 
or no God. It neither picks my pocket nor 
breaks my leg. 
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Galileo was sent to the Inquisition for affirming 
that the earth was a sphere; the government 
had declared it to be flat as a trencher, and 
Galileo was obliged to adjure his error. This 
error, however, at length prevailed, the earth 
became a globe, and Descartes declared it was 
whirled around its axis by a vortex. The gov- 
ernment in which he lived was wise enough 
to see that this was no question of civil jurisdic- 
tion or we should all have been exploded, and 
the Newtonian principle of gravitation is now 
more firmly established on the basis of reason 
than it would be were the governmnent to step 
in and make it an article of necessary faith. 
Reason and experiment have been indulged and 
error had fled before them. It is error alone 
which needs the support of government. Truth 
can stand by itself. 

It is the irreconcilable conflict between these 
two traditions that is presented by the short 
Italian language film which was thrown out of 
the Paris Theatre on West 58th Street in New 
York. Beneath all the controversy, the basic 
issue is simple: Shall American democracy con- 
tinue the Jeffersonian tradition of freedom in 
religion, or should we return to the Augustinian 
dogma of the duty of the State to extirpate 
heresy? 


The Dictator Doubts 


by Shlomo Katz 


HE Dictator was old. He was still hale and 
his doctors assured him that he would live 
many years more. “You will live to be at least 
a hundred,” they said. “You must live many 
more years. What would our great country do 
without your superb leadership?” Whenever the 
doctors said this to him, the Dictator would 
glance at the map of his huge country hanging 
on the wall, and agree with them. “Indeed,” he 
would think to himself, “how could this country 
manage without me?” 

But despite the assurances of his doctors the 
Dictator felt old age creeping up on him. He 
felt tired and fulfilled. The revolution which 
had elevated him to his great power had taken 
place long, long ago. It had all happened so far 
back that the Dictator himself did not remem- 
ber the details distinctly, and he sometimes felt 
as if they had happened to another person with 
whom he had been intimately acquainted. At 
such times, in order to reassure himself, he would 
pick up a copy of the history of the revolution 
he had led which had been specially printed for 
him on parchment. This copy was always on 
his desk. He would turn the pages at random 


and read a paragraph here and there. He par- 
ticularly liked to read the account of the revo- 
lutionary war against his enemies, and as he did 
so he would sigh: “Ah, those were the days!” 
He would then recall how, mounted on a black 
charger, he had led the citizens of the capital in 
a furious dash against the enemy. He would 
remember the stormy sessions of the revolution- 
ary junta when it debated the course of the revo- 
lutionary war and his opinions always prevailed. 
Another topic about which he read avidly was 
the story of his struggle against his enemies with- 
in the revolutionary party who had tried to de- 
prive him of his power. Almost all of them had 
been killed long ago. But the Dictator always 
reexperienced a thrill of triumph as he read about 
it. “The dirty . . .” he would chuckle to him- 
self. 

The Dictator’s assistants were men much 
younger than he. They all believed that he was 
all-wise, but in the manner of young men they 
allowed themselves one liberty when not in his 
presence. This liberty was small enough and 
consisted in referring to the Dictator as “Uncle.” 
They too were convinced that the Dictator 
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would live many years more and often wondered 
what they would do after he died. Though some 
of them cherished secret ambitions, not one of 
them seriously thought himself capable of sup- 
planting “Uncle.” But in the vigor of their 
youth they could not help noticing the Dicta- 
tor’s growing senility, and in order not to tire 
him excessively they submitted to him only di- 
gests of reports and tried to make these opti- 
mistic. Unfavorable news was almost entirely 
withheld from the Dictator. 


Twice each day for two hours the Dictator 
read and initialed these reports. Everything was 
going well with his empire and he was glad that 
his people were getting more out of life. Many 
years before he had proclaimed the slogan: “Life 
will be more joyful under my leadership.” He 
was pleased to see himself proved right in this 
too. The wheat yield this year is five percent 
above last year’s, one report stated, and the 
Dictator approvingly smacked his aged lips. 
“Good, good,” he muttered. Our army has ac- 
quired another hundred thousand tanks and is 
now invincible against all enemies within and 
without, another report informed him. The Dic- 
tator particularly appreciated this bit of news. 
As an old army man he believed in military pre- 
paredness and was never satisfied with what he 
had. In a shaky hand he wrote on the margin 
of the report: “Not bad but also not adequate. 
Vigilance is the watchword. Our enemies never 
sleep. We must be prepared to exterminate the 
mad dogs at all times.” 

But though he warned against enemies, it was 
mere habit, for the Dictator knew that he was 
stronger than any of them. It was a good idea, 
however, to keep the young men on their toes. 
There must be no slackness, and from time to 
time it was best to upbraid them a little. 

Like all old men the Dictator fell into the 
habit of going to sleep early and waking after 
midnight. His mind was especially alert during 
these vigils. He carefully considered his decisions 
on the reports of the day and planned directives 
for the following day. But there were not many 
directives to issue. Everything was proceeding 
smoothly and no rivals were in sight. The 
thought of rivals always raised the Dictator’s 
blood pressure a little bit. He could never get 
over the fact that one of his bitterest enemies 
had escaped his vengeance and fled to a distant 
country where eventually he died a natural 
death. Whenever the Dictator thought of this 
man he felt frustrated. He had slipped up some- 
where. He should have had the borders guarded 
more closely. As he visualized his erstwhile rival 
living in comfort in the foreign capital and at- 
tended by skilled doctors and nurses on his death 
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bed, the Dictator liked to imagine the tortures 
he would have wished to inflict on him. 


But such vindictive thoughts did not monopo- 
lize the Dictator’s attention. As he grew older 
he thought less and less about his former enemies 
and became preoccupied with a scheme for fur- 
ther increasing his fame and his influence on the 
people. Since there was nothing more of a mili- 
tantly constructive nature to be done by him, 
he decided to undertake one last great work for 
his beloved people. This was to be a final sum- 
mation of the benefits of the revolution he had 
led. He would show his people the exact measure 
of gain they had made under his leadership. The 
work, in the form of a book, was to be called 
“Lessons of the Revolution” and was not to be 
published till after he had died. It would be his 
final testament to the world and to his people, 
conclusive and irrefutable. . 


FTER his eightieth birthday, when the clamor 
of the celebrations died down, the Dictator 
began his labors. He worked only at night when 
he felt most alert and when his attention was 
not distracted by other business. In his usual 
systematic manner he began gathering data for 
his testament from latest reports as well as from 
authentic accounts of the condition of the coun- 
try at the time of the revolution. After working 
for a year he felt that he had sufficient data for 
his testament. All that remained to be done was 
to add up the various figures contained in the 
data. After that he could proceed to the final 
formulation of his testament. 

On the night preceding his eighty-first birth- 
day he began adding the figures which were to 
demonstrate to the world the magnitude of his 
life’s work. He had a vague and unarticulated 
plan to release a summary of his findings on the 
following day. He therefore applied himself to 
the night’s work with great earnestness. 

He began with the population of the country 
—the same people whom he loved so much and 
to whose welfare he had devoted all his life. He 
and his subordinates had made the revolution to 
improve the lot of the poor people and to do 
away with injustice and evildoers. At the time 
of the revolution there had been one hundred’ 
million people in the country. Of this number 
twenty million people had been happy, but their 
happiness and welfare were a result of the ex- 
ploitation of the poor. Thirty million people had 
been happy without doing any harm to others. 
The remaining fifty million people had led a 
life of misery. 

“Yes, yes,” the Dictator said to himself, “there 
had been much injustice and wrong in the coun- 
try. I have done away with it. Now let me add up. 
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the figures as they are now and even my enemies 
abroad will have to admit that I have been a 
benefactor of humanity.” 


He carefully began to add. Twenty million 
persons had been killed in the course of the revo- 
lution on both sides. Another ten million people, 
enemies of the revolution, had fled abroad and 
spent their remaining days in misery and hu- 
miliation as impoverished refugees or, at best, 
as taxi drivers or entertainers in cheap night 
clubs. Another twenty million people died dur- 
ing the famines that accompanied the early years 
of the revolution and in all kinds of hard labor 
while trying to rebuild the country. Altogether, 
fifty million people. 


The Dictator blinked as he looked at the total. 
It was incredible. Fifty million lives had been 
sacrificed to repair the wrong done to another 
fifty million people. Could it be true? He 
checked his figures. There was no error in his 
addition. Furthermore, he recalled distinctly 
that by the end of the fifth year of his revolu- 
tion the population of the country had been re- 
duced to half. His enemies abroad had then 
taunted him with this fact . They had even said 
that the remaining people were far from happy, 
but, of course, that had been mere enemy 
propaganda. 

“Ah, yes, of course, why didn’t I think of ix,” 
the Dictator said to himself. “Now the popula- 
tion of the country is once more one hundred 
million. I almost overlooked such an obvious 
fact. Now this will account for everything.” 
And he diligently applied himself to his notes. 


It was a fact. The country once more had a 
population of one hundred million. The Dic- 
tator took the congratulatory telegrams that lay 
on his desk. They had been sent to him on the 
occasion of his forthcoming eighty-first birth- 
day. There had been many of them, so many 
that his assistants classified them into categories 
to make their scope more easily grasped and ap- 
preciated by him. He eagerly glanced through 
the figures. Here, no doubt, he would find the 
confirmation he sought. His aged fingers trem- 
bled as he rapidly did the addition. The mem- 
bers of all the trade unions and their families 
wished the Dictator a long life and thanked him 
for happiness. There were twenty-two million 
of them altogether. The armed forces thanked 
him for leading them to victory and wished the 
Dictator many years of further glorious leader- 


ship. There were eight million of them. The 


youth organization of the State party—eight 
million of them—said he was responsible for 
their happy youth. Six million government em- 
ployees and a total of six million others, scat- 
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tered throughout the country, were also on 
record. 

The Dictator scanned the figures and added 
them mentally. They came to fifty million. 

In excitement he pressed the buzzer on his 
desk. Though it was now three o’clock in the 
morning a number of guards were always on 
duty outside and one of them immediately rushed 
in and saluted. 

“Bring me file Z,” the Dictator said without 
looking up from his papers.. 

The guard saluted and backed out. A few 
minutes later an official obsequiously bowed in 
and laid the desired file on the desk. He waited 
a moment, but when the Dictator said nothing, 
he quietly went out. 

File Z was one of the most secret documents 
in the country. It contained the complete figures 
of all prisoners, criminal as well as political, and 
also lists of undesirable elements in the country 
who, because of their doubtful loyalty, had been 
deprived of civil rights, full rations, or had been 


punished in other ways. 


The prison population of the country con- 
sisted of four million. Another four million 
were political dissidents who, though not im- 
prisoned, had been exiled to remote parts of the 
empire and their families were not allowed to 
follow them. Both groups, together with their 
families, numbered thirty-two million persons. 
Another eighteen million were accounted for as 
persons whose rations had been reduced as a 


disciplinary measure, offspring of former politi- 


cal enemies and members of national and racial 
groups considered undesirable or unreliable. Al- 
together, fifty million people. 

The Dictator rubbed his eyes, What kind of 
tricks were these figures playing on him? But 
though he checked them several times, the re- 
sult was always the same. 

“T’ll come back to them later,” the Dictator 
said as he pushed aside the numbered slips of 
paper on which he had done his addition. ‘“They 
require more careful consideration, in any case, 
because there is the individual element to be 
reckoned with. Neither happiness nor misery is 
the same in quantity or quality in any two per- 
sons. And though the figures are the same now 
as they were at the time of the revolution, the 
nature of the happiness enjoyed now under 4 
regime of justice is no doubt superior to the 
happiness of former times. More materialistic 
data will be less misleading.” 

He therefore began checking the figures on 
wheat production. Wheat means bread, he said 
to himself. The quantity of bread people con- 
sume is a definite index of their well-being. For 
a good many years now our wheat production 
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has been mounting consistently. If I can prove 
a substantial increase in per capita bread con- 
sumption in the country it will suffice to demon- 
strate the superiority of the regime. _ 

Ever since the revolution it had been the cus- 
tom of the Dictator’s country to publish annual 
production figures in terms of percentages in- 
stead of in quantities. This was done to mislead 
the outside world and to withhold from it in- 
formation concerning the internal affairs of the 
country. 

The Dictator now listed the wheat production 
of the year preceding the revolution as one hun- 
dred percent and made his calculations on this 
basis. At first there was a very shap decline in 
production which dropped to twenty-five per- 
cent as the population was cut in half and farm- 
ing was disrupted. Slowly but steadily the curve 
of wheat production rose. There were occasional 
dips in the curve for the years when there was 
drought or the country was at war and many 
young men from the farms were drafted into 
the army. But the trend was constantly upward. 


The Dictator translated the percentages into 
numbers of bushels. The production of wheat 
for the last year had reached the one hundred 
percent mark—exactly the same as it had been 
the year before the revolution. 


The Dictator telephoned the war department. 
“Tell me at once,” he said to the general on night 
duty, “how many soldiers were court martialed 
and shot this year and how many the year before 
I came to power?” 

The general begged for a moment to consult 
his files, then he returned to the telephone with 
the information. When he finished speaking the 
Dictator said nothing and silently replaced the 
telephone receiver. 

The general said: “Four hundred and sixty- 
seven soldiers were shot for revolutionary ac- 
tivities the year before the revolution when the 
total population of the country had been one 
hundred million. Four hundred and sixty-seven 
soldiers were shot for counter-revolutionary ac- 
tivities during the past year when the population 
of the country once more reached the one hun- 
dred million mark.” 


“WHAT WILL I TELL my people tomorrow when 

they come to congratulate me on my 
eighty-first birthday?” the Dictator thought. 
“There must be a lesson somewhere in all these 
figures, strange as they are. A law of social 
dynamics is no doubt hidden in them. Every- 
thing in life is governed by laws—there are no 
accidents. If I were to be frank with the peo- 
ple, how would I formulate this new law for 
them?” 
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The Dictator took a slip of clean paper and 
wrote in capital letters: THE LAW OF CON- 
SERVATION OF JUSTICE. 

When he finished these words he thought a 
long time, then he wrote: 

“On the basis of careful observation it ap- 
pears that the amount of justice per capita avail- 
able in the world remains unchanged. The dis- 
tribution of this justice may vary from one in- 
dividual to another. But it may be said with 
good reason that the percentage of persons suf- 
fering injustice at any one time is the same as 
at any other time.” 

The Dictator was so cautious in his wording 
because he was an old man. In his younger days 
he would have been much more emphatic about 
his conclusions. He went on: 

“Justice as well as injustice thus appear to be 
indestructible, in the same way that matter or 
energy cannot be destroyed. At birth each per- 
son appears to bring with himself into the world 
a certain quantum of justice and injustice whose 
size has not yet been determined. These quanta 
may be shifted about to some extent between 
individuals and groups as a result of revolution- 
ary activity. But it always remains a case of 
redistribution; never a case of the substitution 
of justice for injustice. | 

“Since I hold the above to be true, it may be 
said that there is no justice in the world. For if 
a certain, universally fixed, percentage of in- 
justice is inevitable, and this percentage cannot 
be changed by human effort (and I, as a revolu- 
tionary materialist, do not believe in any other 
kind of effort) then we are the slaves of fate, 
and slavery of this or of any other kind is the 
greatest injustice possible. 

“At the end of many years of leadership on 
behalf of my people I am therefore forced to 
the conclusion that... ” 

The Dictator’s hands, which had been trem- 
bling ever more noticeably as he wrote the pre- 
ceding reflections, now began shaking violently. 
The pencil held between his fingers made a few 
illegible strokes then dropped to the floor. The 
Dictator slid back on his chair, his eyes closed 
and his head came to rest on his shoulder. 

Some hours later when the adjutant of the 
day knocked on the Dictator’s door, there was 
no answer. -Some high officials were quickly sum- 
moned and they decided to force the door open. 
The Dictator was dead. 

They reverently placed him on his bed, then 
carefully gathered into a folder the pieces of 
paper from his desk without reading them. 

“These must be locked in the vaults of the 
national museum.” they said. 
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Jews Under the Soviets 
by C. Bezalel Sherman 


ESPITE THEIR INGENUITY and 

inventiveness, Jew-baiters dis- 
play an amazing lack of originali- 
ty. Their stock consists of a few 
myths to which every generation 
adds a new touch. The current 
attempt to identify Jews with 
Communism is merely a contem- 
porary version of the old fable 
about the Jew trying to seize con- 
trol of the world. 

There is no denying that there are 
Jews among the members and sym- 
pathizers of the Communist move- 
ment. It could even be proved 
that their proportion is, in some 
cases, higher than the proportion 
of Jews to the total population. 
This can be explained by a num- 
ber of reasons—not one of them, 
however, fitting into the anti- 
Semitic stereotypes. If one wants 
to arrive at an honest appraisal of 
Jewish participation in the Com- 
munist movement, he should com- 
pare the number of Jewish and 
non-Jewish members of a Com- 
munist Party on the basis of the 
numerical relationship existing be- 
tween Jews and non-Jews in the 
walks of life where Communist 
strength is concentrated. He should 
also bear in mind that while non- 
Jewish youth has two outlets to 
let off social steam—a rightist one, 
comprising all sorts of reactionary 
groups including Fascist, Nazi and 
Ku Klux Klan, and a leftist one 
—only the leftist outlet is open to 
Jewish youth. And one should, 
finally, try to discover what kind 
of Jews are prone to fall prey to 
Communist propaganda. It will 
then be discovered that they are 
likely to be Jews who lost their 
Jewish moorings. Such Jews live 
in a spiritual void which they try 
to fill with communist illusions. 
Rather than assuring Jewish domi- 


nation, Communism accelerates 
Jewish disintegration and inner 
collapse. 


There is an irreconcilable clash 
between Jewishness and Commu- 
nism, between the interests of the 
Jewish people and the requirements 


of the Communist movement. The 
two are incompatible. Communism 
has become a political strait- 
jacket into which only a totali- 
tarian social organism, shaped by 
party absolutism and conditioned 
to blind obedience, can fit. It is 
a monolithic movement which os- 
tracizes all deviation, disagreement 
or difference of opinion. There is 
no room in the communist scheme 
of things for a Jewish people whose 
very existence is based on dissent. 
The history of the Jews in the 
Soviet Union is the chronology of 
ruthless attempts to force the Jews 
into the Communist straitjacket. 
This was accomplished only after 
the total destruction of the Jewish 
community had been achieved and 
after the Jews were divested of 
practically everything that tied 
them to their people. The Jews of 
Russia did not surrender without 
a fight; they were defeated by an 
inhuman machine which ground 
to dust everything and everybody 
that stood in its way. 

Today we are witnessing the 
final act of a drama whose tragic 
consequences are overshadowed 
only by the Nazi holocaust. Hitler 
destroyed a number of Jewish com- 
munities by physical extermina- 
tion; Stalin has all but destroyed 
Russian Jewry by spiritual oblit- 
eration. How a third of a century 
of communist dictatorship brought 
to an end a thousand years of 
Jewish history, is related by Solo- 
mon M. Schwarz in his book, The 
Jews in the Soviet Union.” 

Dr. Schwarz starts out by ex- 
ploding some of the communist 
myths. He reminds us of some- 
thing that is frequently forgotten 
even in the anti-communist ranks, 
namely, that Communism did not 
liberate the Russian Jews from 
Czarist persecution. All the anti- 
Jewish laws on the Russian statute 
books were annulled during the 


*The Jews in the Soviet Union, by 
Solomon M. Schwartz. Published by the 
American Jewish Committee. Syracuse 
University Press. 1951. $5.00. 
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interlude between the overthrow 
of the Czar and the Bolshevik up- 
rising. That brief democratic in- 
terlude, lasting from February 
1917 to November 7th of the same 
year, was the Golden Age of Rus- 
sian Jewry. A veritable revolution 
took place in Jewish life. In the 
upsurge of rejuvenating energies 
that were released by the abolition 
of the Pale of settlement and ghet- 
tos, the Jewish community at- 
tained remarkable heights and was 
well on the way to become the 
most dynamic Jewish community 
in the history of the Diaspora. 
From these heights the Russian 
Jews were thrown into a bottom- 
less pit by the November revo- 
lution. 

Communism was an old hand 
at solving the Jewish problem by 
the time it seized power. It had 
dealt with the problem since it 
made its first appearance as an in- 
dependent trend in Russian Social- 
ism at the beginning of the twen- 
tieth century. And it had a facile 
solution: The complete disappear- 
ance of the Jews through assimila- 
tion into the larger community of 
which they were a part. This 
ready-made theoretical solution, 
plus the indifference to the havoc 
wrought in Jewish life by the ap- 
plication of these principles sealed 
the fate of the Russian Jewish 
community. 


[7 WouLD HAVE BEEN too much. 

to expect the Russian Jews to 
know all that was in store for 
them; but they did sense that the 
communist winds portended an 
unbearable climate for them. Far 
from living up to the anti-Semitic 
stereotype, they never favored 
Bolshevik ideology or tactics. Dr. 
Schwarz analyzes the programs 
of the Jewish organizations and 
Socialist parties in pre-Soviet Rus- 
sia and shows conclusively that 
not one of them was ever identi- 
fied with Bolshevism. They re- 
mained adamant in their opposi- 
tion even after the November 
revolution, and were therefore 
quickly suppressed. Only among 
the Poale Zion (the Poale Zion in 
Russia belonged to the extreme 
leftist wing in Labor Zionism) was 
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there some ideological—but not or- 
ganizational—solidarity with Com- 
munism. These survived as a group 
till 1928. The Jewish sections of 
the Communist Party, which were 
no more than Yiddish propaganda 
bureaus of the Communist move- 
ment, were dissolved about the 
same time, thus ending to all in- 
tents and purposes organized Jew- 
ish life in the Soviet Union. 

Some of the steps that led Soviet 
Jewry to its doom were inevitable 
because they stemmed from ob- 
jective factors inherent in com- 
munist philosophy and practice. 
Other measures could have been 
averted had the Soviet regime been 
less callous to the fate of the Jews 
who, through no fault of their 
own, could not make rapid adjust- 
ment to the conditions of Soviet- 
ism. The Jewish population, con- 
sisting largely of small tradesmen, 
artisans and luftmenschen, became 
completely declassed economically 
as a result of the revolution. This 
was unavoidable under military 
Communism. However, a regime 
more sensitive to the plight of a 
people which had just emerged 
from a pogrom-existence would 
have given consideration to the 
special circumstances that shaped 
the Jewish economic structure and 
would have taken measures to 
mitigate the ravages of its collapse. 
It was not necessary, for instance, 
to keep out of school Jewish chil- 
dren of parents formerly engaged 
in business on the theory that they 
came from the ranks of the class 
enemy. Jewish “businessmen” un- 
der the Czar were, for the most 
part, hard working people who 
rarely had enough to eat despite 
endless hours of toil. To treat peo- 
ple who had been forced to do 
certain things the Communists 
considered socially harmful on the 
same basis as those who did the 
same things of their own volition, 
meant practicing the worst kind 
of discrimination under the cloak 
of equal treatment: 

The same callousness character- 
ized communist attitudes toward 
the fate of Jews caught in the 
claws of the Nazi beast. Dr. 
Schwarz cites incontrovertible 
proof to destroy forever the fairy- 
tale that the Soviet government 
saved the lives of millions of Jews 
by evacuating them from within 


reach of the Hitler hordes. No 
such policy of evacuation was 
practiced, and the vast majority 
of Jews in the Ukraine, White 
Russia, the Baltic countries and 
other parts of the Soviet Union 
occupied by the Germans perished. 
Only those Jews survived who 
managed to flee by their own ef- 
forts or succeeded in hiding. Dur- 
ing the time the Stalin-Hitler pact 
was in force, Soviet guards drove 
back into the Nazi inferno thou- 
sands of Polish Jews who tried to 
get into the Soviet Union. No 
mention in the Soviet press of the 
Nazi murder of Jews was permit- 
ted. Even after the Soviet Union 
was attacked, the communist au- 
thorities still persisted in their re- 
luctance to refer specifically to the 
Jewish victims of Nazism. When- 
ever reference to-Jews could not 
be avoided, it was made in such 
a manner as not to leave an im- 
pression that the Jews had been 
singled out by the Nazis for ex- 
termination. Schwartz points out 
that more Jews seeking safety 
among their non-Jewish neighbors 
were saved by the French and 
Belgians, and even by Poles, than 
by Soviet citizens. 

The Soviet government did un- 
dertake from time to time special 
measures to alleviate the.economic 
distress of the millions of Jews up- 
rooted by the November revolu- 
tion. It seldom took the lead, how- 
ever. In most cases it acted only 
after the Jews, in quest of a place 
in the new economy of the coun- 
try, acted on their own. The pro- 
gram of settling Jews on land in 
the Crimea in the middle twenties, 
was embarked upon after thou- 
sands of Jews had made their own 
way to agriculture. Agrarianiza- 
ion, however, was a short-lived 
process. The vast majority of the 
Soviet Jews ultimately found oc- 
cupational stability in industry, 
distribution and white collar work. 

The economic dislocation of in- 
dividual Jews was eventually re- 
lieved by adjustment to the new 
economic order. But no relief was 
found, or attempted, for the cul- 
tural dislocation of the masses of 
Jews. Dr. Schwarz shows that the 
national program of the Soviet 
Union was never what it claimed 
to be. Lenin’s slogan, taken over 
by Stalin and incorporated in the 
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Soviet constitutions, granting th 
peoples of the Soviet Union th 
right to secede if they so chos 

was in reality a double-edge 
fraud. It was a fraud, in the firs 
place, because it placed one tash 
before the revolutionary groups of 
the majority people and a dis 
metrically opposite task befor 
those of the minority people. Ij 
was the duty of the majori 

groups, Lenin maintained, to con 
cede the right of secession to th 
minority nationality; but it was 
at the same time, the obligation of 
the minority groups to fight 
against the utilization of thi 
right. It was a fraud, in the second 
place, because under the dictator. 
ship of the proletariat it is not the 
soviets that govern Russia but the 
Communist Party—and this Party 
is one for all the republics and 
autonomous regions comprising the 
Soviet Union. An order from the 
Politburo in Moscow is as much 
law in the Ukraine as in Azerbai- 
dzhan, in Chuvash as in White 
Russia. Lenin thus took away with 
one hand what he gave with the 
other; and Stalin stopped giving 
altogether. The cultural autonomy 
the peoples of the Soviet Union 
were supposed to enjoy was finally 
reduced to the right of these peo- 
ples to chant hallelujahs to Stalin 
in their native languages. 


UT EVEN this farcial right is de- 

nied the Jewish population. The 
Communists started out by deny- 
ing the existence of a Jewish peo- 
ple and by offering total assimila- 
tion as the answer to the Jewish 
question. During the first decade 
and a half of its existence the 
Soviet government encouraged the 
Yiddish language, while forbidding 
the teaching of Hebrew and sup- 
pressing Jewish communal organ- 
ization. It invited Jews to con- 
solidate themselves into a na 
tionality in Biro-Bidjan. But Jew- 
ish life cannot be forged without 
an appreciation of and devotion to 
Jewish cultural values, and Jewish 
nationhood cannot be consolidated 
by an order prompted by political 
expediency. When the war broke 
out and it became necessary to ap- 
peal to the Jews of the world fot 
sympathy, there was not in exist- 
ence in the whole Soviet Union 
one Jewish organization with au- 
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thority to speak for Russian Jewry. 
An Anti-Fascist Committee, made 
up of a score of individuals ap- 
pointed by the Communist Party, 
was quickly called into being and 
that Committee served as the voice 
of Soviet Jews during the war. It 
was dissolved in 1948 without any 
reason or explanation. The only 
Yiddish newspaper, Einikeit, was 
closed and its contributors van- 
ished without a trace. Today there 
is no Jewish cultural or communal 
life to be found anywhere in the 
Soviet Union. One million eight 
hundred thousand Jews (accord- 
ing to Schwarz’ estimate) are left 
without a single Jewish publica- 
tion, without a single Jewish pub- 
lishing house, without a single 
Jewish school, without a single 
Jewish communal organization, 
save the few dying synagogues, 
and deprived of all contact with 
Jews in other lands. Events have 
run their full course. The circle 
is practically closed. What has 
started out as a theoretical denial 
of the concept of Jewish nation- 
hood is winding up as a deliberate 
policy of forcing the obliteration 
of the Jews as a people. 

Dr. Schwarz refrains from posi- 
tive assertions regarding anti- 
Semitism in the Soviet Union. It 
is true that anti-Semitism has not 
been wiped out, Communist claims 
to the contrary notwithstanding; 
but it is equally true that the 
Soviet government has combatted 
it even if it has not always shown 
sufficient diligence in suppressing 
it. And yet is difficult to escape 
the conclusion that certain acts 
encouraged by the Soviet authori- 
ties, notably the recent attacks on 
so-called “‘passportless cosmopoli- 
tans,” was calculated to arouse 
anti-Jewish sentiment. These acts 
have since ceased; and it is not 
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clear whether they stopped be 
cause they proved embarrassing on 
the international scene or because 
there has been a change of line, 
Be that as it may, Dr. Schwarz is 
justified in closing his book with 
the following statement: 
Since the middle of 1949 anti- 
Semitism in the USSR has 
shunned making any open dis- 
play. But the stealthy variety of 
anti-Semitism, which, as repeat- 
edly noted, has been gaining 
ground since the late 1930's, 
continues to exert its undeniable 
influence on Soviet society, 
(p. 365) 


% * * 


Dr. Schwarz’ work will hardly 
make a dent in the anti-Semitic 
effort to identify Jews with Com- 
munism. But Jewish and non-Jew- 
ish fellow-traveling innocents will 
no longer be able to claim ignor- 
ance when pressed for an explana- 
tion. The facts regarding Jewish 
life in the Soviet Union are here 
for everyone to see. We owe the 
author a debt of gratitude for 
making them available in so force- 
ful and well-documented a form. 


Classified Humor 


A TREASURY OF JEWISH HU- 
MOR, edited by Nathan Ausu- 
bel, Doubleday & Co., Inc, 
Garden City, N. Y., 1951. pp. 
735. $5.00. 


DAM MAY WELL have been the 

only happy man, as Ausubel 
quotes Sholem Aleichem’s defini- 
tion, “he never had a mother-in- 
law”; he may also have been the 
only happy man for another rea- 
son: every joke he told was “new” 
and there was no one to correct 
either delivery or detail. Unhap- 
pily enough for Ausubel, he ar- 
rived on the scene long after 
Adam. There is, for example— 
and you can’t stop me even though 
you’ve heard this before—the clas- 
sic Freud quotes in his chapter on 
“Wit and its relation to the sub- 
conscious”: 

Two Jews met in a train at a 
Galician railway station. “Where 
are you going?” asked one. “To 
Cracow,” was the reply. “Ah,” 
says the first one, angrily. “You 
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tell me you’re going to Cracow so 
that I should think you’re going 
to Lemberg—and you really are 
going to Cracow. So why lie about 
it?” 

You won’t find it in Ausubel’s 
“treasury.” We could, it is true, 
like all reviewers of anthologies, 
simply record our dissent with the 
anthologist’s selection, but telling 
some of what we have almost come 
to consider our own jokes is much 
more satisfying to the soul of a 
badchan. And a badchan who 
hasn’t the industry and the energy 


of an anthologist can only express . 


himself through reviewing others’ 
work. 


Ausubel tries to be too complete 
—he’s up to date to the extent 
that he’s even included a bit of 
Sammy Levenson on Jewish foods 
—far from the best of Levenson’s 
refreshingly new crop, a crop 
which has brought him from the 
columns of a daily paper to the 
golden fields of television. At the 
same time, and again only to em- 
phasize how thankless the antholo- 
gist’s task is, this reviewer finds it 
necessary to bewail the total ex- 
clusion of Nathan Alterman, Satir- 
ist-Laureate of the State of Israel, 
and of “Uzi,” whose daily squid in 
Haaretz has poked fun at the 
young State. Perhaps he’s saving 
something for a supplement. 


More important, from the lay- 
man’s (non-badchan, that is) 
point of view, is what is included: 
selections from Sholem Aleichem 
(of course), Ash, Ansky, Bialik, 
Arthur Kober, Mendele, Peretz, 
Ferenc Molnar, Werfel, Yehoash 
and Zangwill. There are bits from 


the Midrash and from more re-, 


cent wits like Dorothy Parker and 
§. J. Perelman. 


The catholicity of the collection 
arouses the inevitable question: is 
it Jewish humor because it comes 
from the pen of one who happens 
to be Jewish by birth, or must we 
consider as “Jewish” only what 


partakes of a particular characteris- 


tic or set of characteristics? Better 
ket it go, for present purposes we 
May rest content as long as the 
story is funny. 

Some of <Ausubel’s aren’t, of 
course. At least not to this review- 
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er. There are the inevitable lapsy 
from good taste, the inevitable 
dreary stretches—all too many of 
them. And the temptation t 
quote the bad. Happily, for the 
editor, his book may be compared 
to an unkosher succah — there} 
more sun than shadow filtering 
through, enough “quotable” stories 
—for what else does a reader want 
in such a volume—to make up for 
the unreadable. 

I tried one on my wife. “If my 
husband said it, it’s funny,” she 
commented, getting right to the 
point: it’s who tells it, and how, 
that counts. Try a few yourself, 
if the right people laugh it’s the 
book for you. 

Morpvecal S. CHERTOFF 


Egypt and the Arabs 
The following article appeared in th 
Egyptian periodical Al Manara Al Misrieb 
(Egyptian Lighthouse). Though the point 
of view reflected in it is not widely 
held, it represents the opinions of « 
significant minority in Egypt. 


AA sHortT TIME ago the Egyptian 

press reported that the govern- 
ment planned to settle in the Sinai 
Peninsula Arab refugees from Pal- 
estine, and that American experts 
would assist these colonists in de- 
veloping this area as a source of 
livelihood. 

It is a well-known fact that 
Egypt is terribly overpopulated. A 
constant state of famine threatens 
to engulf the country in disaster 
because the cultivable land does 
not produce sufficient food for the 
population. The Egyptian popu- 
lation is multiplying at a_ rapid 
rate and the production of food- 
stuffs cannot keep up with it. 

Our own people are overcrowded 
and our only hope of existence lies 
in the surrounding deserts. Yet at 
this very time it is proposed to 
give the most fertile part of our 
land reserves, the Sinai Peninsula 
with its rich mineral and other 
resources, to our so-called relatives, 
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about a million alien Arabs. It is 
remarkable. On one hand we ex- 
ert pressure on strangers born in 
Egypt who have lived in our midst 
for decades, who have demon- 
strated their abilities in education, 
progress and production and who 
pay their taxes loyally and regul- 
larly, and we refuse to grant them 
Egyptian citizenship. On the other 
hand we are ready to open wide 
our gates before a million Arabs 
who have neither education, cul- 
ture, arts, sciences, or technical 
abilities. Should we take the bread 
out of the mouths of our children 
and give it to these Arabs? Should 
we deny ourselves the necessities 
of life for their sake? Should we 
now increase our poverty and 
darken our prospects for the 
future? 

The million Arabs will be for 
us like a million plagues. They will 
quickly increase and add to our 
troubles. We have already forfeited 
our good name for their sake. In 
the course of one year we uselessly 
spent on them 175 million pounds 
—the cost of our war against Israel 
in which we had no interest. Now 


ifwe waste still greater sums on the 
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purchase of weapons—all for these 
Arabs, because a state of war still 
exists between us and _ Israel, 
though no one knows why’ that 
should be so. Or can we forget 


the thousands of young lives that . 


were lost in that war, and the ad- 
ditional thousands whom Egypt is 
preparing to offer up on the altar 
of the “‘Arabism” that has sudden- 
ly seized upon our cynical gener- 
ation? 

Now we have still another “Arab 
trouble” added to the previous 
ones. We have just read in Abram 


that the UN Secretariat has asked - 


the Egyptian government to offer 
guarantees that it would pay its 
thare of the 55 million dollars 
alloted by the UN for the support 
of the Arab refugees. In its note 
the UN Secretariat stated that 
Egypt’s share amounts to 71 per 


kent, or thirty eight and a half 


million dollars. 


This is all very confusing. Vital 
lans for the improvement of the 
standard of living in Egypt are 
Postponed because of our terrible 
Poverty; projects already inaugu- 
ated have been suspended or are 
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Telephone Hurleyvilie 102 City Phone: PL 7-8692 





On Picturesque 
KAUNEONGA LAKE 4, 
EVERY LAND oT Sous MS ORT 
MARINE SUN DECK - TV LO ur Con BOA’ 
FREE RHUMBA LESSONS - OE RAUTT 








OUR NOTED JEWISH-HUNGARIAN 
For A Glorious, Carefree Vacation, wat or ) 
Phone: White Lake 31 N.Y.C.; LO 17-3406 

























ARCADIA LAKE HOTEL 


HURLEYVILLE 9, N. Y. 
Newly Remodeled and Redecorated 
Special Season Rate, 8 weeks — Mother and 2 
With Husband Week-Ends — Only $3895 


Entertainment Nitely + All Sports Facilities * New Knotty Pine Lebby 

Rooms with Adjoining Bath and Showers * Television * Large Casino 

Children’s Day Camp under Supervision of Competent Counsellors * Peol 
SPECIAL LOW RATES 


Tel.: Hurleyville 291 














MAX & ANNIE LEPSELDER H 
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proceeding at a snail’s pace. Ignor. 
ance and disease destroy our body 
and spirit. Millions of Egyptians 
eat only one meager meal a day, 
Our hospitals are full of patients 
but devoid of doctors. The Pa. 
shas and the Beks drive us like 
beasts of burden without plan or 
purpose, excepting the one goal of 
“Arabism,” Arab unity, Arab 
federation and other Arab aims in 
which the British are interested 
and from which the Arabs benefit, 
but which are a net loss to all intel- 
ligent and progressive Egyptians, 

What should we do? We must 
not again forget our poverty and 
meddle in the affairs of the Arabs 
of Morocco. It would seem as if 
we are doomed to turn from the 
Arabs in the East to those in 
the West until we are dizzy and 
see everything double. We have 
enough troubles of our own. We 
do not need the additional troubles 
that our leaders wish to impose on 
us in the form of the interests of 
the Arabs, East and West. 

It would seem that we are 
doomed to be consumed in order to 
serve as a “beacon for the Arab 
world.” This is our ideal; this the 
honor we covet. Glorify this form 
of pure nationalism as befitting the 
sons of the Pharaohs. 

But hearken young Egyptian pa- 
triots. Do not be amazed if to 
morrow our sons will rebel against 
us, and future generations will 
curse us, because of the heritage 
which we are bequeathing them, # 
heritage of ignorance and disease, 
of poverty and submissiveness, the 
heritage of “‘Arabism” with all it 


evils. 
RAMESES GIRA 











MANHATTAN | 
BEACH HOTEL| 


Live in a Modern Fireproof Hotel | 
e 


SURF BATHING 
* 


45 Minutes from Times Square 


Oriental Bivd. and Brighton 
Beach Avenue 


SH 3-3000 Brooklya, N. Y. 
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250 ROOMS ON OCEAN FRONT | 
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Memo: Re 
Changes of Address 


If you change your address 
and file the usual notice 
in the post-office, they will 
notify you to send additional 
postage to have your maga- 
zine forwarded. 


To save this trouble and ex- 
pense, notify us directly at 
least 4 weeks in advance of 
intended change of address. 


(1) Clip ‘your old address 
from our wrapper and en- 
close it; (2) State your new 
address; (3) State the date 
when you are moving; and 
(4) State whether change is 
temporary or permanent. 

















ing the 


ian pa 
if to- 
against 
is will 
eritagt 
hem, # 
disease, 
ess, the 
: all it 


a) 
JIRAW) 


N | 
EL 


Hotel | 


RONT | 


vere 
on 








Rosh Hashannah Issue! 


Jewish Frontier 
OCTOBER, 1951 


® 


Organizations and individ- 
uals are invited to extend 
their New Year Greetings 
through the medium of 


Jewish Frontier. 


45 EAST 17th STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 








PESEETEEC RES ERE EERE SEES SCPE RCC ESTEE EEE EEE EEE Eee ee eee eR RR ER OB 





FOR A TRULY HAPPY VACATION 
AT THE JERSEY SHORE 

MR. & MRS. M. D. STEINFELD 
PROUDLY PRESENT 

THE FRESHLY DECORATED 











AMERICAN JEWISH CUISINE 
TO DELIGHT THE GOURMET 


Breakfast 8:30 to 11:00; Dinner at 6:00 
(Children’s Lunch at 12:00) 


Playground and Governess 


LR BREE ERE RERE REE ERE ERE ee gs 








NAM 
SEN LAKE 


WURTSBORO, N.Y. Ua. 
FOR YOUR SPRING & SUMMER VACATION 
“THE ARISTOCRAT OF THE CATSKILLS” 





' Breede Entertainment ¢ Dancing 
Bathing °¢ Boating ¢ All Sports 


CHILDREN’S DAY CAMP 
N. Y. Office: CI 7-0574 
Wurtsboro 2381 


PLAZA 


ATTRACTIVE RATES 


WEW FILTERED SWIMMING POOL + ELEVATOR SERVICE 
Children’s Day Camp (Nite Patrol) © Planned Entertainment , 
All Sports © New Solarium & Social Hall © Dtetary Lows 
Mew York Office Ci 7-0573 or Falisburg 195 
MAX ORLANGKY (© ARTHUR PATT 


Gale 
SUMMER 
ee ¢ 


HOME - LIKE 
ATMOSPHERE 
























ELSA BRADY SHOP 


8139 Maryland Avenue 
Clayton, Me. 








SPEND YOUR VACATION AT... 


All modern improvements @ Additional new building 
shower © VW) 


SHEIN'S HOTEL 
WOODRIDGE, N. Y. Tel. Woedridge 279-475 
ing @ Rooms with private 
me food @ Swimming pool @ All sports © Entertainment 
Write for information 














IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR 


ij} e Warm comradeship in a congenial environment. 
e Jewish education, social and fraternal activities. 
i © An opportunity to do your bit for Israel, the Jew- 






He An intelligent pregram for American Jewry. 


THEN YOUR PLACE IS IN THE 


FARBAND — 
Labor Zienist Order 


Summer Camps Scheels fer Children 
Activities for Isreel end the Histadrut 
Stimutetioag Breach Programs 
Sappert ef Orgenized Labor 
Cooperative Institutions 





A wide renge ef freterne! Life 
Dina. 
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YONKERS NURSERY, Inc. 


Tuckahoe & Grassy Sprain Roads 


Yonkers, N. Y. . 










COUNTY HARDWARE 


HUNTER PACKING CO, 


1214 N. Second Street 












ish people and progressive forces everywhere. Hf 






ee GREEN BAY CLOTHING 
161 Gramatan Avenue MANUFACTURERS 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
STERLING BOLT J. H. IRELAND'S 
, COMPANY 
Chicago, Ill. 








A. L. SIEGEL CO., Inc. 





HORSFALL’S, Inc. 




















FARBAND—Laber Zionist Order 
ad 45 E. 17th St., New York 3, N. Y. 
CLIP Gentlemen : 
AND Without ebligetion on my part send 
iditienel inf ti 
MAIL Gulenign ail che todd ped ons a. 
TODAY! (iF) 
Address 
City 
ee oe Occupation. Age 








Phone No. 





NICK DE GEORGES 
TOWN & COUNTRY 
RESTAURANT 





STANDARD WHOLESALE 
LIQUOR CO. 


THE NATIONAL 
EXCHANGE BANK & 
TRUST COMPANY 





THE MAY COMPANY 





THE FLORSHEIM SHOE 
STORE 





FOX MIDWEST 
AMUSEMENT CORP. 








FENNER PLUMBING CO. 


5664 North 26th Street 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
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ALEXANDER DAIRY 
PRODUCTS CO., Inc. 


JOSEPH FLEISCHER, Inc. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


30th & SAN PABLO 
FURNITURE WAREHOUSE 
STORE 


WHITE GLASS CO. 








OUT-OF-TOWN DRESS 
DEPARTMENT 


International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union 





"RUDD MOTOR SALES 








MOSMILLER FLORIST 


STORK SUPPER CLUB 
Bassier City, La. 


ELECTRA COURT, Inc. 


40-15 — 81st Street 
Jackson Heights, N. Y. 








ROYAL DECORATORS 


1366 Jerome Avenue 
Bronx, N. Y. 


SCIULLO CLEANER & 
TAILOR 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 











BEN TUCKER - 


557 Fulton Street 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


A. BALDARELLI CORP. 
Springfield, Ohio 


LEAVITT STORES 
CORPORATION 


J. N. ROYE 


Richmond, Va. 





BREAKSTONE BROS. 





METROPOLITAN WINE 
& LIQUOR CO., Inc. 














SEELY MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY 


1900 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Mich. 


LAWRENCE LUMBER CO. 


663 N.W. 14th Street 
Miami, Florida 


TENTH STREET 
HARDWARE 


Waukegan, Ill. 











ALEXANDER LICHT CO. 


1326 Broadway 
Detroit, Mich. 


F. B. MICHELS 


328 S. Lake Street 
Aurora, Ill. 


WALTER D. MOSES 
& CO., Inc. 


Richmond, Va. 


CANNY TRUCKING 
COMPANY, Inc. 


Binghamton, N. Y. 





HENRY ALBERT, JR. 
& CO., Inc. 














UNEEDA HOME 
APPLIANCE, Inc. 


113-20 Jamaica Avenue 
Richmond Hill, N. Y. 


MASTERCRAFT SCHOOL 


46 West Kinney Street 
Newark, N. J. 


TONY PIZZUTELLI 
~~” Rochester, N. Y. 








JAEGER BAKING CO. 
“Wausau, Wis. 








PEOPLES SAVINGS 
BANK 


BECKWITH-RANGE 








GALLEN KAMP’S 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


CHEN SINGAPORE, Inc. 


1634 Broadway 
New York City 











RAB JOHN ALDEN-GRIFFIN 
sieshinid COMPANY 
7 on Soy opt Whittemore Street 
New York City Gloucester, Mass. 
M. S. COHEN MINTHORNE MUSIC CO. 


44-46 Court Street 
Binghamton, N. Y. 





2916 West Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 





ORIGINAL CLUB FOREST 


407 Jefferson Highway 
New Orleans, La. 





THE PARKERSBURG 
LUMBER CO. 


Parkersburg, W. Va. 

















JewisH FRONTIER 


IN THE NEXT ISSUE ... 


will appear special reports on the activities and achievements of the 


© POALE ZION 
© FARBAND 
© PIONEER WOMEN 


Recognition will be given to branches, clubs and individuals for their good work! 


@ BUY ISRAEL BONDS! 





@ JOIN THE RANKS OF VOLUNTEERS TO SELL BONDS! 





Let each branch and club register its members as bond sellers. We must 


register 100,000 Bond purchasers. 


We have at present close to 20,000 Bond-holders, members and friends 


of the Labor Zionist Movement. 


LET US GO TO WORK! 





For information apply to the Bond Committees of your organization in your city or to the 


National Office, 45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y., and to Coordinator’s Office— 


NATIONAL LABOR ZIONIST COMMITTEE 
FOR ISRAEL BONDS 


45 East 17th Street New York 3, N. Y. | 
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Report on First Three Months of Israel Bond Purchasers 


by the 


LABOR ZIONIST MOVEMENT in the UNITED STATES 


L.Z.0.-POALE ZION FARBAND—LABOR ZIONIST ORDER PIONEER WOMEN 


COMMITMENTS—Five million, five hundred thousand dollars 
($5,500,000.00) 
BONDS PAID FOR—Close to Four Million Dollars 


OUTSTANDING CITIES: 
New York $1,251,000.00 








Chicago 





Detroit 





Philadelphia 
Boston 








Los Angeles 
Newark 








St. Louis 








Pittsburgh 
Providence 





Cleveland 





Jersey City 





Milwaukee 





Rochester 





Baltimore 





Chattanooga 


San Francisco 


Cincinnati 











Hartford 





Union City 





275,000.00 
251,000.00 
250,000.00 
271,000.00 
231,000.00 
135,000.00 
126,000.00 
105,000.00 
70,000.00 
65,000.00 
46,000.00 
41,000.00 
38,000.00 
32,000.00 
31,000.00 
28,000.00 
22,000.00 
20,000.00 
20,000.00 











Smaller sums were paid by Albany, Atlanta, Buffalo, Canton, Elsinore, Flint, Fall River, 
Gary, Grand Rapids, Houston, Kansas City, Lakewood, Louisville, Miami Beach, New Bed- 
ford, Omaha, Passaic, Paterson, Perth Amboy, Richmond, San Antonio, San Diego, Spring- 
field, Syracuse, Tulsa, Washington, Wilmington, Worcester and Youngstown. 


OUR IMMEDIATE AIM ... 
¢ Five and a Half Million Dollars in Paid Bonds by September 15, 1951 
© Seven Million Dollars in commitments 


TOTAL GOAL - 20 MILLION DOLLARS 


BOND COMMITTEES are urged to attend the 


FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ISRAEL BONDS 


to be held in Washington, D. C. 


September 21st to 23rd inclusive 




















TENNIS 
SWIMMING POOL 
FISHING 
ENTERTAINMENT 


GRAY'S INN RCA VICTOR 
RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
featuring RENE CASTELAR 


¢ Nationally FAMOUS CUISINE... 
¢ AMERICAN PLAN... 


¢ OUR OWN GOLF COURSE with 
noted Golf Pro who will positively 


. ° oe ae take strokes off your game... 
in W intertime Be | + Planned ENTERTAINMENT . . . 
Bs, * Stars of STAGE and SCREEN ... 
GRAY'S | ° FIRST-RUN MOVIES... 
oe * COCKTAIL LOUNGE... 
INN fy. | - 150 ROOMS—each with telephone ... 
a) - | © EFFICIENT STAFF trained for 
Nationafly Famous Restaurant ei. courteous service 
e. | » ELEVATOR 
MIAMI BEACH e<- | + Informal Friendly Atmosphere 

















